
Deputies ratify Arab peace plan; reelect Husseini as speaker; 
Hoss resigns to make way for new government 

Muawad elected Lebanese president 

K3JIAT, Lebanon (Agencies) — Lebanese Aoun rejected the election. I . . . 

Dambers of padiaownt elected a moderate as nS JOfClHn W6lC0m6S 

pnesdent of Lebanon Snnday and ratified an and v^.^oon said in a state- ... 

Jb^bjieace plan to end 14 years of civil war. Lebanese eleCtlOII 


,.:3hp' new president, Rene 
IMii^wadi, 64, was sworn in im- 
metfiatcly, ending an interreg- 
num fchrore of more than a year. 

. ’ The election was promptly de- 
nounced as illegal by General 
MicheL Aoun, who beads an in- 
terim government in (he Christ- 
ian sector. 

■ ■ PariiameDt assembled at a nm- 
’ downairbase in Syrian controlled 
northern Lebanon after 30 de- 
puties, needed to form a quorum, 
flew in from Paris. 

.. Muawad, a Masonite Christian 
on good terms with both Christ- 
ian md Muslim leaders, has back- 
ed Muslim demands for more 
power in the OiristiaiKk»ninated 
political system — a root canseof 
the war . 

The art-loving Muawad, was 
elected by imairimrais vote in a 
second ballot with a mandate to 
form a national reconciliation 
govemmeatitp end the dvQ war. 

Syria was tfafi first foreign coun- 
try to react to Muawarfs election. 
Its president, Hafez A1 Assad, 


congratulated Muawad in a tele- 
gram sent within an hour after the 
parliament vote. ' 

An official source in Damas- 
cus, quoted Assad as saying: “I 
am most glad to address to you 
my hearty congratulations. .. what 
was achieved today is a -great 
acc omplish ment on the way to 
eod Lebanon’s long ordeal.” 

“I pledge to you and to the 
forthcoming government all our 
backing and support," the source, 
who could not be identified, 
quoted Assad as saying. 

in the first ballot, Muawad got 
35 votes. Two other parliamenta- 
rians running for the top post, 
George Saadeh and Elias Hrawi, 
w i thdrew after the first ballot. 

Saadeh, leader of the Falange 
party, got 26 votes and Hrawi, a 
businessman received five. One 
parl iam entarian abstained. . 

Muawad needed 49 votes, or 
two-thirds of parliament's surviv- 
ing members, to win in the first 
ballot. A simple majority vote in 
die second round is sufficient. 


Aoun rejected the election. 

“What happened in Kiedat is an 
unconstitutional act and is null 
and void,” Aoun said in a state- 
ment issued from his command 
bunker at the presidential palace 
in Beirut's suburbs of Baabda. 

“We are determined to thwart 
the conspiracy which is being 
hatched to efiminate what is left 
of Lebanon's sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity," he said. 

His rejection sharpened a split 
that developed within Christian 
ranks after parliament approved 
an Arab League-brokered peace 
accord in Saudi Arabia last 
month. 

Aoun declared Saturday that 
he had dissolved parliament as it 
prepared to meet in Beirut to 
ratify the peace accord. 

Most legislators declared 
Ao un's move illegal. Under 
Lebanon’s constitution, only the 
president can dissolve parlia- 
ment. 

Acting Prime Minister Sahm 
Ai Hoss, who headed a civilian 
cabinet that competed for legi- 
timacy with a military govern- 
ment under Aoun for the past 13 
months, tendered his resignation 
to foe new president to facilitate 
appointment of a new premier. 

“This election is a triumph for 


Israel accepts U.S. plan but 
wants assurances PLO barred 


TEL AVIV; (Agencies^— Israel 
accepfed&akfay a U.S.formuIa^ 
fot;Pal«^an-Israeli talks, in - 
Caho if Washington met amdi- 
t«BS batrthg &e Palestine If.... 
beraljon Organisation (PLO) 
fiomthenegot ia tiops 

After neariy three hours of 
discussions, the inner cabinet 
voted 9-3 to accept U.S. Secret- 
ary^ State Jraaes Baker’s re- 
vised five-point proposal and to 
deniand a list of assurances to 
accompany it. 

M We have decided two things. 
— to accept die five points and 
secondly, according to the prop- 
osal, to ask for side assurances," 
Vice-Premier Shimon Peres told 


‘Guarantees’ 


The feBowhig is a fist of six 
g m r antm which hraefi pofi- 
tkal sources say Israel wffl seek 
from foe United States before 
implementing Baker’s for- 


Forcign Minister Moshe Arens 
satf Baker,' who lpnt ^ forwa rd Ins 
finronia in October to break a 
deadlock over Israel’s plan for 
Ptiestiman elections, was ready 
“in principle” to give Israel the 
requested -guarantees. 

the contacts that I bave had 
. wifli- Secretary Baker this past 
nxmtfL; wexfiscussed the detailed 
^rdmg of the five points that 
haye. been modified, plus addS- 
tioaal assurances that Secretary 
Bakbr in principle is ready to 
give,” Arens said. 


— Tafts wffl be heM only 
with Arab residents of the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, not those Hv- 
feog hi Arab Jerusalem or over- 
seas. 

— As the United States 
knows and understands, Israel 
wffl not negotiate with the 
PLO. 

— The subject of the talks 

Avi Pazner, atop aide to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, de- 
clined to give detaOs of the assur- 
ances sought except to say “sum 
ft up in one item: no negotiations 
wire the. PLO.” 

“The next step win be to get 
the guarantees from the United 
States and then to start talking 
about the composition 'of the 
Palestinian delegation/’ Pazner 


. Both Peres and Pazner said 
Israel wanted the U.S. assurances 


.wffl be Paiest faia a ejections, 
within the framework of the 
Mi government’s “pence” 
initiative. 

— The United States wffl 
pnbHdy support braePs posi- 
tion and back what Israeli ac- 
tions may be necessa r y if the 
ag re ement b broken. 

— The United States mad 
Egypt wffl affirm their rapport 
for the Camp David priorit ies 
as a basis for negotiations. 

— One meeting wffl be held 
in Cairo and its resells wffl 
determine whether more meet- 
hp are held there. 

in writing. 

Sunday’s decision ends the 
wrangling over the Baker plan 
between Labour and the right- 
wing Likud bloc. 

Bat it was certain to increase 
dissent in Shamir’s Likud bloc, 
whose hardHse members oppose 
the Baker proposal as a backdoor 
entry to peace talks for the PLO. 

Housing Minister David Levy, 
a leader of the party's hardliners, 
said the vote would put Israel in a 
“very difficult situation.” 


PLO restates stand, but stops 
short of rejecting Baker plan 


-CAIRO (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
• (PLO) reaffirmed Sunday its de- 
tennmatioa to deride who will 
negotiate for Palestinians with 
Israel bat stewed dear of reject- 
ing American proposals. 

In a C 2 xe£uty-w 6 rded state- 
ment after two days of talks in 
-Cairo, PLO poEcy-makers made 
no specific mention of a five- 
point formula put forw a r d by 
U.S. ..Secretary, of State ;James 


The Baker pfam aims to set up 
the first ever formal talks be- 
I tween Palestinians and Load tty 
focusing initial ne go tiations on . 
plans '.to hold elections in the 

Israeli-occupied territories. 

Tlw eJectibns would choose 
Palestinian repiescEiatives for a 
... farther round of peace talks. 

- r Vlaaldi . cabm^-^iz^eis.sasl- 
.. Soaday tbey would accept -Bak- 
er’s plan if they received' Amcr- 
• ; 4cku^assurances TbeFLO would 
rV^kept out .of the talks: • 

• ^ ^rencourageTsraefi support, ■ 
i ,Bakra.. amended /tiw . plan last 
r w^k to ^ve Israektbe rightto 
-n^ctiitemhers oLtitel^If^irtinrn 
negotiatmg' team. 

AFEO official said the Execu- 
1 five Committee, meeting in Cairo 

_ 4 stem* that the. 


FLO should have the final say on 
tiie negotiating team. 

“The PLO adopted a dear line 
that it was the only party re- 
sponsible for the composition of 
Palestinian delegation,” Said 
Kamal, the FLO’s representa- 
tive in Cairo, told reporters. 

Diplomats say neither Israel 
nor the PLO wants to be seen to 
reject the U.S. p rop o s als and be 
the first to torpedo flagging peace 
efforts. 

-“The committee also stressed 
the need to seek intensified 
dib its by Arab and friendly 
European states to convene an 
i n te rnational peace conference,” 
the statement added. 

Both- the Soviet Union and the ; 
European Community support 
the idea of holding an interna- 
tional conference to resolve the 
.Arab-lsraeli. conflict. Israel re- 
jects, the plan. 

The decraon to meet in Cairo 
has been seen as a symbolic ges-. 
tore to show support for Egypt’s 
peace efforts. Egypt has come 
under fire from hardline Palesti- 
nians. 

“The ccmnnittee expressed gra- 
titude and appreciation to Egypt, 
•Its president, government and 

people on its support for the 
Palestinian cause,” the statement 


Kamal, a senior Cairo-based 
Arafat aide, said earlier the Ex- 
ecutive Committee was forging a 
plan in case the Israeli govern- 
ment accepts Baker’s revised 
proposal. 

“The committee studied the 
new developments concerning, 
the ongoing American-IsraeK dia- 
logue... especially that concerned 
to some points of Baker's five- 
point plan," Kamal told repor- 
ters. 

“The Executive Committee has 
entered the phase of forming 
needed policies to face the possi- 
bilities of the Israeli cabmet’s 


Kama] said. “It (the com mi tt e e) 
took a dear position.” 

Kamal also refused to specify 
the PLO’s petition, but added: 
“The PLO is the first in charge 
of forming a delegation with the 
continued coordination with the 
Egyptian leadership. The in- 
terests of the Palestinian people 
have to be put before any other 
cootideratioos because of the de- 
licacy of the present phase... put- 
ting into consideration what is 
gomg tmin the occupied territor- 
ies and the Palestinian uprising.” 
FLO officials meanwhile, 
vowed that the Palestinian upris- 
ing in The occupied territories 
would escalate and c on t inu e. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan Al Qasem welcomed Sunday's election of Rene Muawad 
as president of Lebanon and wished him success in restoring peace 
to Ids country. 

He also hailed the “positive results'' of the session of the 
Lebanese parliament which also re-elected Hussein Husseini as its 
speaker and ratified an Arab-sponsored plan to end 14 years of civil 
war. 

Qasem, quoted by the Jordan News Agency, Petra, “wished 
Muawad success in serving the Lebanese people and building the 
country’s constitutional institutions to restore Lebanon as a free, 
sovereign and independent Arab state as it was before the crisis 
erupted.” 

He added that the election of Muawad, 64, constituted a major 
step towards saving Lebanon. 


a unified Lebanon and a promise 
of a better future,” Hoss said in a 
statement broadcast by radio sta- 
tions. 

The historic session got under 
way at 3:25 p.m. (1325 GMT). 

The legislators first re-elected 
House Speaker Hussein Husseini 
for a one-year term. He has held 
the post since October 1984. 

Then they unanimously ratified 
the peace accord ^to end the civil 


war that was brokered by the 
Arab League at a special parlia- 
ment meeting in Taft, Saudi Ara- 
bia, last mouth. 

A suggestion by Saadeh and 
Deputy Butros Harb that a sup- 
plementary document by the 
Arab League guaranteeing the 
accord also be also voted was 
overruled. “This will be an in- 
admissible precedent,” Husseini 
said. 


PEACE m ?EE A Lebanese 

mibtotraan cuddies his small child on the eve of 
Sunday’s presidential election in north Lebanon, 




an end to the 14 years of eivfl - 


Troops break up U.S. protesters in Beit Sahour 


BEIT SAHOUR, occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops Sunday forcibly 
broke pp a protest by some 
2,000 Palestinian residents, 
clergymen and American visi- 
tors supporting a tax revolt in 
this West Bank town. 

The soldiers did not use 
firearms but manhandled pro- 
testers refusing to return to 
their homes in obedience to 
orders issued from armoured 
personnel carriers driven 
through tiie streets. 

About 100 Americans of the 
U.S. Interreligious Committee 
for Peace in the Middle East 
came to town to take part in a 
Sunday prayer for peace at Beit 
Sabour’s church. 

The Israeli troops carried off 
some of the Americans who sat 
in one street defying the orders 


to leave. The remainder left 
peacefully. 

Troops seized posters that 
read “No Taxation Without 
Representation.” 

An army roadblock outside 
the nearby town of Bethlehem 
barred prominent Palestinian 
activist Faisal Al Husseini from 
approaching Beit Sahour to 
join the prayer. Journalists 
were also tinned bade. 

The army declared Beit 
Sahour, a closed military zone 
and ordered all journalists who 
had reached the town to leave, 
a frequent tactic by troops bat- 
tling tbe22-raont£hOld Palesti- 
nian uprising. 

Beit Sahour was only 
reopened last week from a 
siege that sparked international 
protests ana was imposed while 


raids were carried out for 42 
days on defiant merchants who 
had refused to pay Israel: 
taxes. 

Sunday's protest in the town 
of 12,000 people beg 2 n peace- 
fully as several hundred wor- 
shippers congregated in a main 
church for prayers. Soldiers 
patrolled the streets but did not 
interfere with the service. 

Journalists said extra troops 
were brought in when Christian 
and Muslim clergymen arrived 
from Jerusalem and 2.000 resi- 
dents and visitors poured into 
the street, waving posters pro- 
testing at what they termed 
unfair taxation and proclaiming 
Muslim-Christian solidarity. 

Troops and tax collectors 
battling the resident's refusal to 
pay Israeli tax froze bank 


accounts and seized $1.5 mil- 
lion worth of furniture and 
appliances from Beit Sahour, 
Sources said the army had now 
started selling the goods by 
tender. 

Beit Sahour residents also 
claimed victory when the siege 
was lifted, saying the majority 
of people had refused to pay 
up. 

On Saturday, a Palestinian 
suspected of collaborating with 
Israel was hacked to death and 
his body was dumped in a Gaza 
City street, reports said. 

In a separate incident, an 
11-year-old Arab boy had both 
legs and his right hand blown 
off during a mysterious explo- 
sion in the West Bank, army 
and hospital officials said. 

Meanwhile, the army com- 


pleted its investigation into last 
Monday's shooting of a Cana- 
dian journalist in the Gaza 
Strip. 

It said its troops “did not act 
.according to regulations'’ when 
they opened fire at Palesti- 
nians. Jean Francois Lepine of 
the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation was hit in the leg 
by a rubber coated steel pellet 
and slightly wounded. 

The army took responsibility 
for the Oct. 30 shooting of the 
Canadian correspondent. 

“An investigation revealed 
that the army force in the area 
did not act acording to regula- 
tions and the necessary conclu- 
sions wtll be taken according- 
ly," an army statement said. 


(Continued on page 3) 


Thatcher 
hints at 
quitting 

LONDON (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher said for 
the first time in an interview 
published Sunday that the next 
general election wifi be her last. 

The indefatigable Thatcher 
told the Sunday Correspondent 
she hoped to lead her Conserva- 
tive Party to a fourth successive 
election victory, but si ad ft was 
unlikely she would try for a fifth. 

The next election must be held 
by the summer of 1992, but it is 
expected Thatcher wifi call it in 
1991. 

Asked whether she planned to 
lead the Conservatives in that 
vote, Thatcher told the Snnday 
Correspondent “I hope so.” 

But asked whether she would 
seek a fifth term, she was quoted 
as saying: “No, because I think 
people would think ft vas time 
for someone else to carry the 
torch." 

Thatcher declined to designate 
a successor, but opinion polls 
have repeatedly named former 
Defence Secretary Michael 
HeseMne as tike leading conten- 
der, followed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Sir Geoffrey Howe, 
Conservative Party chairman 
Kenneth Baker and former 
Chairman Norman Tebbrtt. 

“It is not for me to say but 
there are a number of the next 
generation whom the party couM 
choose,” Thatcher was quoted as 
saying. “I do not believe a prime 
minister should try to designate 
his or her successor.” 

Thatcher shows no signs of 
wanting to slow down. But her 
personal popularity is the lowest 
of any prune minister since opin- 
ion polls began in Britain 50 years 
ago and senior colleagues have 
publicly admonished her to 


Rafsanjani wants peace 



change her leadership style fol- 
lowing the surprise resignation 
of her treasury chief, Nigel 
Lawson. 

Lawson confirmed in a televi- 
sion interview Sunday that he 
resigned as chancellor of the ex- 
chequer because Thatcher would 
not agree to get rid of her person- 
al economic adviser Sir Alan 
Walters by the end of the year. 

Lawson said he told Thatcher 
that Walters* continued presence 
would be a “running sore” for the 
government. He said the out- 
spoken Walters was making his 
own position “untenable” and 
financial markets were confused 
about who spoke on behalf of the 
government. 

Thatcher said on the same Lon- 
don weekend television program- 
me the previous Sunday that she 
(fid everything within her power 
to persuade Lawson to remain in 
her government. 

“Perhaps she thought I would 
back down,” Lawson mused. “I 
don’t know. Maybe she could not 
bring herself to believe that I 
really meant it, even though I am 
not someone who plays games.” 

Opposition leaders and politic- 
al commentators said that by spe- 
culating on the timing of her 
retirement, Thatcher committed 
“a colossal blunder” and kicked 
off the race to succeed her. 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani said Sunday Iran's actions in 
rebuilding war-sb 2 ttered plants 
near the Iraqi border showed that 
Tehran wanted a lasting peace 
with Baghdad. 

He was speaking at a meeting 
in Tehran with United Nations 
envoy Jan Eliasson, who arrived 
from Baghdad on a mission to 
reactivate stalled peace talks be- 
tween Iran and Iraq, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA reported. 

Eliasson, who gave Rafsanjani 
a message from U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
expressed hope that the two 
countries would soon agree to 
implement U.N. Resolution 598. 

The resolution, under which a 
ceasefire in August 1988 ended 
eight years of fighting, forms the 
basis for talks on a peace settle- 


ment. 

Rafsanjani said Iran proved its 
goodwill from the moment it 
accepted the resolution last year. 

“The best proof of this is the 
reconstruction of Abandan oil 
refinery near the Iraqi border as 
well as other swift reconstruction 
activities under way in war-devas- 
tated areas,” IRNA quoted him 
as saying. 

U.S. ceremony 

Three former Iran hostages 
laid a wreath Saturday at Arling- 
ton national cemetery to honour 
the eight U.S. servicemen who 
died in the abortive 1980 attempt 
to rescue Americans being held in 
Tehran. 

Taking part in toe ceremony 
were former hostages Richard 
Queen, William Royer and re- 


tired air force Colonel David 
Roeder. 

The wreath-laying at the Iran 
rescue mission plaque in the 
cemetery near Washington was 
followed by the playing of taps. 

The tribute was sponsored by 
No Greater Love, a humanitarian 
organisation which promoted toe 
“Yellow Ribbon” campaign dur- 
ing the Iran hostage crisis and 
now seeks to assist toe families of 
Americans being held in 
Lebanon. 

Bruce Laingen, a board mem- 
ber of No Greater Love, said in a 
statement: “As a former hostage 
in Iran, I fervently appeal to 
those who bold hostage our eight 
countrymen and others in Beirut 
today, and to those who can 
influence them, to restore these 
men to freedom and their fami- 
lies." 


Greeks vote in fresh elections 


ATHENS (AP) — Greeks voted 
Sunday in the second national 
elections in five months, hoping 
to resolve the country’s biggest 
political impasse since toe end of 
a military dictatorship 15 years 
ago. 

Pre-election opinion polls indi- 
cated the conservative New 
Democracy Party led by Constan- 
tine Mitsotakis was leading bnt 
might not win a majority in the 
300-seat single-chamber parlia- 
ment. 

If no one gets a majority, tough 
negotiations would open among 
toe leading parties, which are 
widely divided over such major 
issues as economic policy and the 
presence of U.S. military bases in 
Greece. 

The PanhcUenic Socialist Un- 
ion (Pasok) was also expected to 
make a strong showing Sunday — 
even though its leader, former 


Premier Andreas Papandreon, 
was running while under indict- 
ment on corruption charges. 

Greece’s third big party, the 
Communist-led Coalition of toe 
Left and Progress, could emerge 
as the kingmaker. 

Voting proceeded calmly under 
sunny slues. In Athens, motorists 
waving Green Pasok banners or 
blue-and-white New Democracy 
flags sped through the centra] 
Syntagma Square, leaning on 
their horns. 

Polls were open from sunrise to 
sunset, 6:45 a.m. to 5:23 p.m. 
(0455-1523 GMT), with voting 
compulsory for the estimated 
eight milli on citizens aged 18 and 
over. Final results were not likely 
before Monday afternoon bnt a 
significant percentage of returns 
was expected by early Monday. 

Sunday's elections came only 
five months after the last national 


balloting. The June 18 vote pro- 
duced no majority, but the Com- 
munist-led coalition agreed to 
team with its enemies, the Con- 
servatives, in a short-term gov- 
ernment dedicated only to inves- 
tigating toe scandals that dogged 
the final years of the 1981-89 
Pasok administration. 

The coalition government res- 
igned last month after indicting 
Papandreou on charges of in- 
volvement in a multimfifion-dol- 
lar banking scandal and of order- 
ing wiretapping of the telephones 
of his friends and foes. 

Papandreon has said he was 
innocent and maintains the in- 
dictments were politically moti- 
vated. Many of his supporters 
appeared to have believed him 

In Athens, a beaming Papan- 
dreou told reporters: “I expect 
victory, overwhelming victory." 










Khartoum sends 2,000 
employees home to Juba 


Ethiopian rebels report killing 
1 00 troops as peace talks begin 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (AF) — The military regime 
has sent home 2,000 government employees to the 
partially besieged southern capital of Juba in an 
effort to pump life into the deserted war-torn south, 
a military official said Sunday. 


This is the first such effort by 
the government and it was not 
immediately clear if the em- 
ployees returned home willingly 
or were forced to do so. 

More than 2 million south- 
erners have fled their homes since 
■'the rebel Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) took up arms 
againgf the government in 1983. 

Juba, 1,200 kilometres south of 
Khartoum and the capital of the 
southern region of Equatoria, is 
almost totally besieged by the 
rebels. It’s inhabitants, many of 


whom are displaced people who 
fled fighting in the countryside to 
the government-controlled city, 
depend mainly on relief food 
which is flown in from Khartoum 
or Nairobi, Kenya. 

Brig. Dominik Cassiano, mem' 
ber of the 15-man ruling military 
council winch came to power in a 
coup June 30, told the Sudanese 
News Agency (SUNA) that the 
food and security situation in 
Equatoria was “stable.” 

Cassiano said about 2,000 gov- 
ernment employees had been re- < 
turned to Juba, but he did not 


specify when. 

The Christian and animist re- 
bels took up aims against the 
Muslim majority government in 
the north to demand more auton- 
omy and administrative and eco- 
nomic reforms. 

Meanwhile hundreds of 
Sudanese students demonstrated 
Saturday calling on the military 
government of Genera] Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir to step down, 
eyewitnesses said. 

The demonstration, at the 
Khartoum branch of Cairo Uni- 
versity, coincided with the open- 
ing of a week-long seminar cm 
peace prospects in Sudan 

A member of Bashir’s 15- 
strong military junta. Colonel 
Mo hamma d Al Amin Khalifa, 
attended the opening session of 
the seminar. 


NAIROBI (R) — Rebel forces 
killed 100 government troops in 
northern Ethiopia early last week 
in an opertion to “raise their 
peace flag’* in Mehal Meda pro- 
vincce, foe clandestine Voice of 
foe Tigray Revolution radio re- 
potted. 

The radio said the Ethiopian 
People's Re voluti onary Demo- 
cratic Front (EPRDF) captured 
foe strategic position of Kara. 
Michik and crashed an army 
battalion stationed there. It said 
100 Ethiopian troops were killed, 
160 wounded and 25 captured, 
but gave no indication of rebel 


According to the radio, moni- 
tored here, the engagement took 
place early last week, before 
peace talks opened in Rome be- 
tween foe Tigray People’s Libera- 


tion Front (TPLF) and Ethiopian 
government representatives. The 
TPLF joined with a smaller 
group, foe Ethiopian People’s 
Democratic Movement, earlier 
this year to form the new 
EPRDF. 

Rebel groups have announced 
recently a series of victories over 
Ethiopian forces. They have 
given no indication they intend to 
scale down operations during the 
peace talks. 

The Ethiopian government, 
which does not normally report 
rebel victories, has made no men- 
tion of the latest dash. 

Peace faJfcg 

In Rome, Ethiopia’s Marxist 
government met rebels from the 
northern province of Tigray Sun- 
day to discuss an agenda for 


full-scale peace negotiations. 

Tbe preliminary talfrs between 
foe government and the rebel 
Tigray People's Liberation Front 
(TPLF) opened Saturday night 
after a nine-hour delay caused by 
procedural disputes. The brief 
session beard opening speeches 
but did no negotiating. 

TPLF sources said the move- 
ment would present an eight- 
point peace plan as a framework 
for the negotiations to end foe. 
long-running civil war in northern* 
Ethiopia. 

This docu ment , which was 
adopted by a TPLF congress in 
March, rails for die formation of 
a broad-based provisional gov- 
ernment in Ethiopia that would 
mdude representatives of all foe 
country’s political organisations. 


Morocco celebrates ‘green march* confident of victory 


RABAT (R) — Moroccans 
mark the anniversary of their 
“green march” into foe bleak 
Western Sahara Monday — a 
people’s protest that sparked a 
war but secured the throne of a 
threatened king. 

Towns and villages through- 
out Morocco are set for foe 
annual celebrations, 14 years 
after King Hassan sent 350,000 
Koran-waving unarmed 
citizens marching into what 
was (ten a Spanish colony to 
recover foe “lost Saharan pro- 
vinces.” 

It was a bold move. The war 
winch followed with Polisario 
guerrillas seeking independ- 
ence united foe country and 
secured King Hassan's throne 
after a period of internal feud- 
ing and two failed coup 
attempts by elements of the 
military. 

“We will gjve our blood for 
our Sahara, us Moroccans, all 
of us,” said Mokhtar Guen- 
douz, a taxi-driver, in a com- 
ment typical of many ordinary 
Moroccans. 

This year, however, there is 
an extra spring in the steps of 
the Moroccans who are more 
than even convinced the war is 
as good as won and Polisario 
as good as finished. 


That confidence was not 
shaken by two Polisario attacks 
in October which followed a 
12-month lull in fi ghting . 

Moroccans have watched 
their television sets intently 
over the last seven days as the 
highest-ranking member of 
Polisario ever to defect dismis- 
sed them as the last fling of a 
discredited movement. 

Night after night Omar Had- 
rami, a founding member of 
Polisario and formerly foe 
group’s representative in 
Washington, has spoken of the 
group’s disarray and of the 
desire of many others to return 
to Morocco. 

“I am like a bee awaiting foe 
arrival of foe others. Of that I 
assure you... These people 
(women and children) can only 
come collectively. They have 
entrusted me with a mission to 
find a solution omMing them 
to come back,” be said. 

Polisario has dismiss ed Had- 
rami as a “has been” who was 
paid a fortune to defect and 
have ridiculed his assertion of a 
pro-Moroccan wing in foe 
guerrilla movement. 

Military analysts and diplo- 
mats were surprised by the 
recent upsurge in fi ghting in 
which at least 25 Moroccans. 


including a colonel, were 
killed. 

In the two attacks, the guer- 
rillas claimed more than 200 
Moroccans were k Wed while 
Morocco gave a similar figure 
for Polisario casualties. 

“What is certain is that there 
was some major fi ghting , and 
the Moroccans appear — in foe 
first battle at least — to have 
been caught napping and got a 
bloody nose,” said one West- 
ern military expert. 

However, most agree with 
Hadranri that Polisario were 
able to launch the attacks be- 
cause they had stockpiles of 
weapons and munitions and 
needed to attract world opin- 
ion ahead of foe annual United 
Nations debate on foe conflict. 

They say a third major Poli- 
sario attack would change ev- 
erything by posing the ques- 
tion of “who is arming them?” 

Algeria, for years Polisario’s 

main diplo matic and militar y 

supporter, is now committed to 
rapprochement with Morocco. 

Since restoring diplomatic 
ties in May 1988, both coun- 
tries helped set op foe Arab 
Maghreb Union — with Tuni- 
sia, Mauritania and Libya. 

Moroccans say foe drift to- 


wards regional union further 
weakens Polisario demands for 
full independence. 

Hadrami said it was one of 
foe main reasons he gave up 
the struggle. 

“Even Morocco cannot 
stand alone, it needs the 
Maghreb,” he said. 

Libya supported Polisario in 
foe early days when Muammar 
Qadhafi saw foe conflict as h 
struggle against colonialism, 
but aid was cat off in 1984. 
Qadhafi’s belief in one Arab 
nation prevented support for a 
new mini-state. 

Since administrative control 
of Western Sahara was ceded 
to Morocco by Spain under the 
Madrid accords of Nov. 14, 
1975, King Hassan’s troops 
have won control of four-fifths 
of the territory half the size of 
France. 

Polisario now operates in foe 
thin band of land it calls “liber- 
ated Sahara” between Moroc- 
can defence fines and the Alge- 
rian and Mauritanian frontiers. 

The western Sahara is a 
bleak and almost featureless 
strip of desert in the Western 
bulge of Africa, home to cen- 
turies to small nomadic tribes 
who roamed over vast areas of 
modern-day Mali, Algeria, 
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Morocco, Mauritania and Ni- 
ger in search of pasture for 
tbeir camel herds and flocks of 
goats. 


Some paid allegiance to the 
sultans of Morroco, the basis 
of the king’s claim to the terri- 
tory. 



3 caught tampering with graves 

KUWAIT (R) — Three Muslim fundamentalists have been taken 
to court for carrying dirt away from grave mounds in a Kuwaiti 
cemetery, a local newspaper said Sunday. Ai Watan reported that 
the three, a Kuwait, a Saudi Arabian and a man said to be 
stateless, believed foe teachings of the. Prophet Mohammad 
barred tombs from being higher than the surrounding ground. . 
The paper quoted court officials as saying foe three entered foe 
cemetery in foe Suiaibakhat suburb west of Kuwait dty on OcL 5 . 
and brought in a small pick-op truck to cany dirt away from, 
several graves. 

Earthquake jolts east Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — An earthquake measuring 5.6 on the open- 
ended Richter Scale jolted Kerman in East Iran early Sunday, , 
Iranian News Agency (IRNA) said. There was no word on any 
casualties or damage after foe quake struck at 12.19 a.m. (2049 
GMT Saturday) with an epicentre 800 kilometres sooth east of 
Tehran, said IRNA monitored in Cyprus. A quake measuring 4.5 
on foe scale jolted Tehran on Oct. 26 but there were do reports of 
damage. The epicentre of that quake was in mountains north east 
of foe Iranian capital. 

Iranian minister to visit Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
will arrive in Alge ria Monday to discuss Lebanon and.foe stalled 
Gulf peace talks, an Algerian Foreign Ministry official said 
Sunday. Algerian Foreign Munster Sid Ahmed GhozaE is a 
member of the Arab League Committee mandated to fry to end 
14 years of civil war in Lebanon. Velayati last visited Algiers in 
1982. 

‘U.S. in secret talks with Libya 9 

LONDON (R) — U.S. officials are holding secret talks with 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi, the Sunday Correspondent 
newspaper said. The correspondent, quoting senior U.S. tfc- 
plomatic sources, said in a front page story the talks began after 
Libya signalled through the Belgian and Dutch governments it 
wanted to improve relations. The U.S. Air Force bombed the 
Libyan cities of Tripoli and Benghazi in 1986, accusing Qadhafi of 
backing a bomb attack on a West Berlin discotheque used by U.S. 
soldiers. Since then there have been several skirmishes between 
U.S. and Libyan Armed Forces near the Libyan coast. The 
correspondent said foe U.S. had demanded that Libya end what it 
calls Qadhafi’s “funding of terrorist groups” and its attempts to 
produce chemical weapons. Qadhafi insists he has never backed 
terrorism. The newspaper said Washington had also approached 
Syrian President Hafiz Al Assad to demand that he expel the 
Popular Front for foe Liberation of Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC) guerrilla group, suspected by some Western intelli- 
gence officials of bombing a U.S. Jumbo Jet over Scotland in 
December. 

Tremors shake Algiers days after quake 

PARIS (R) — Several Earth tremors shook Algiers and the 
coastal town of Upaza Saturday, six days after a major earth- 
quake killed 24 people. The Algerian News Agency (APS), 
monitored in Pans, said a shock measuring 4.3 on foe Richter 
Scale hit the area in foe evening. Smaller tremors were felt in the 
morning. It was not immediately known if anyone was hurt. More 
•than 450 people injured and hundreds made homeless when a 
quake measuring six points on the Richter Scale hit the west of 
^Algiers and Tipaza last Sunday. 
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For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AMEV KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmetsani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahf/yyah Girls School 

Tafcw away hi available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midwght 

Tel. 638968 


= CROWN 
| INT’L EST. 

B packing, shipping, 
s forwarding, storaging. 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


Open daily 12:00 -15-30 
18*10-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Airman, Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartwque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight . 


CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon -3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location : Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akitah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 


Ll uZzuta/tf 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-030 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 659520 
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ABraetfteCWnesadBcor te ora 
Delicious Chinese cuWne 
AH in sizzling - no extra charge 
special taponyafc - chtehan. beel & fch 
ariffi special Crispy duck 
Opera 1lJ0 am -130 p.m., 
7.00 pm - 11.30 pm 
Cfoses Friday 
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HOTEL RATS . . 
Tel. 630571, P.OBojc 2206 - 

Conveniently located behind 
the Turkish Embassy In Jabai 
Amman, 2nd Circle, with easy 
access to commercial centres 
and tourist sites. 

Ideal for businessmen and 
visitors alike: 

Comfortably furnished states 
with seif-catering facilities, T.V. 
and serviced dally. 




JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tct 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

1S3* Koran 

15=4# Progra mm e review 

1*45 Children pro gra mi ng 

VIM ...................... Flying Doctors 

MsM New s ummar y in Arabic 

1*45 .. — Local series 

IMS ............... Local programme 

Ifejf — Programme re v ie w 

- — News in Arabic 

2*31 Arabi c series 

Viz 3# Programme review 

21a4S — ....... — . Local programmes 

23* .... News summary hi Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

1&2* On Chifflres a de lettres 

I ®=4* L’Appart a comedy series 

News in French 

19:15 Weekly Sport magazine 

1&30 News in Hebrew 

19:45 ,. Varieties 

2*d* Golden Giri* 

2t*M A new Oitti-seDes “Champagne 

Cirri ’ 1 

22*8 ■ — News in English 

223* Bbe Blood 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Q5tS2 

Hitt ... Dfmhr 

1430 ‘Are 

MM Maghreb 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nnarcth Church Swcifieh 

TcL 810740 

AaeabUea of God Church. Tel. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Cfearch of the AnnnncUtten Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe Church TcL 661757 
Ten — ia Chuck TcL 622366 
Church or the Annaudatioa TeL 

62J541. 

AuBcm Chord! TeL 625383, Ted. 


Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Cbnrch TeL 771751, 
Am— In t ernational ' Church TeL 

685326. 

Enagded Lafhem Church TcL 
811295. 

The Choreh of J— Chritt or Latter- 
Day Saints TeL 815817. 654932. 


Bnflctin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Partly doudy weather, with scat- 
tered showers of ram. parttcrriariy m 
the southern and eastern regions. 
Win* wffl be northwesteriv moderate. 


In Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy and 
winds will be northerly fresh. 

Min -/max, temp 

Amman 23/15 

Aqaba 29/16 

Deserts 24/13 

Jordan Valley 30/20 

HnmkEty readings: Amman 37 per 
cent, Aqaba 38 per cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr.SaWAboHatab 649646 

Dr. Mohammad AlAbfaadi ....778959 

Dr. Sahafl Tannons 898903 

Dr. Sami Stood — 681373 

Hras pharm acy 661912 

ft i dows pharmacy 778336 

Ai Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salim pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

S i iwi u mi phtmij . y <t< 637660 


Al Sfaaraa’ pharmacy 98S238 

ZARQAi 

Dr. Jihad Oxna Mnskfa ( — ) 

Khafifeb pharmacy 985417 


re MTV 

Dr. Faddich AI Jnboar — 


Ovfl Defence Department 661111 

GyA Defence Immediate 

Rescne - 630341 

Qtil Defence Em er gen cy — 199 

Rescne PoScc HC. fell 11 .637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank — 775121 

ttgtorayPdk* 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pnbfc Scanty D e pa rt ment — 630321 

Hotel Campfamts 605800 

Price Compisints ...» 661176 

Water and Sewe ra ge 

Cnmplamfc 

Amman MtaadpaBt y 

Coinjdaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(dtrwtCTya ai st Mce ) 121 

OvcncasOdb 010230 

Ccn&d Amman Telephone 

Rods - 623101 

Abdrf Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdevkion — - 773111 

RatSoioKbn 774111 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Efedric Power 

Company 06381 

RJ FBprt Information 06-53200 

Queen AfialntL Airport. 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN*. 

Hussein Medka! Centre 813813/32 

KbaBdi Maternity, J, Amu... 644281/6 
Akdeh Maternity, J. Amn. ... 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Matenriry 64Z362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmtisaoi 664171M 

Shmeisgni Hospital 669131 

UnrventyHo^ital 845845 

AJ-Moashcr Hospital 667227/9 

Tbc Uarmc, Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Ahfi, AbdaC ... 664164ft 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreen ... — 777101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. AshraGeh 775111/26 

Army, Marta .................. 891612/15 

Qneen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAJtQAi 

Za«pGcrrt.Hs«aal (09)983323 

Zaraa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
B»Sina Hospital (09)986732 

IWHI ft 

Princes Baas* Hospriai .. ffttpOSSSS 


Greek CalboBc Hospital (0Z1272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This inionuarion is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (Rj) information depart- 
ment at the Qacca Affa fcternaritwa/ 
Airport Ttd. (O8)532O0&, where it 
should always be veriUcd. 


ARRIVALS . 

Royid Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

8MB Da ma sag CRT) 

Wl Sanaa (RJ) 

89-J8 CHrofRJ) 

»:4S Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IBM Dbahnm. Kawah (RJ) 

18:15 ray , 

iti5 — As*a(RJ) 

1*45 Q*o(Rj 

17:45 Vienna, Istrabid (RJ 

W-'M — Carabtenea, Tunis ffiJ 

1&30 Bangkok (RJ 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

•W* Sanaa (LH) 

Baghdad (IA) 

Cairo (MS) 

13 M Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 


13s40 

- Kuwait (ku^ 

14s|0 

14.45 


18548 


«35 — 



DBPAxnqas 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


Vienna, Montreal 
(RJ) 

.... Frankfort, Cona 


12:15 .... Frankfurt, Cmwnhncn (RJ) 

-TSEJE) 

1W0 Damascns (RJ) 

IW* Knwak, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

19^45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Jeddah uUj 

»» - — Cairo ( RJ) 

Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

Ottw Flights (Terminal 2) 

London (BA) 

IfcSS F ranJtfnn fl ,H) 

}*g “TKHLlaBfS 

1 SH Kuwait (XUl 

!?H Bucharest (RO) 

- - Tripoli (LN) 


19M — .... Baghdad (AF) 

Wd5 —.... Paris (AF) 

market prices 

Upp&Aower price in St per kg. 

Apple 420/380 

Bamoa — 450 / 400 

Banana (Mnlcataarar) 400 / 350 

550/500 

220/180 

5™ - 230/180 

CauhOower 250 / 200 

Cant -- -- -- 250/200 

Cucumbers (large) 1207 80 

UKumben (small) 350/280 

^g*“K - 200/150 

S r™ 6 .- : — 900 / 800 

Crapefnm 220/180 

Grape* 450 / 400 

Orap«(black) ... 500/40Q 

P 08 ” 400 7350 

Lemon ....... 220/180 

JfaBow 150/100 

Marrow (huge) 120/ *0 

Mrerow (small) — 281/160 

Qy 3 

650/600 

270/220' 

Q***® 6 -420/360 

™PPer (to*) — 180/120 

gPP^frwc ct) — ... '.n0/JSk. 

ftnegraraie 350/ 300 

5°“°-- - 300/-250 

6507600 

a” 8 ”- — 240/ 180 

Tomatoes • - jm /250 

wbteAfckm. 
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: .&a*ecndiy source, more than 26JQ9Q policemen wffl be on duty att 
. over the Kingdom Nov. 8. 

; V'-.r • ☆ ☆ ☆ 

-THE MINISTER of information has announced t h o* sB forms of 
dec Horn ca mpaignin g wffl- have to come to an -end Tuesday hi 
accordance with Election-Law. The press the for 

#riog reporiees a day off before the busiest day of work in more 
than 22 years. ; ' 

.l. * * * 

A CANDIDATE wbo*wantod to dear his name from accusations of 
^wznjption levelled by the public read ont a long fist of charges 
against former pnb&offidab and sdd he could {wove the charges. 
What he did . not- const on was tfat the iingtor of (me of the 
‘‘accused” was attending the debate and vented her anger at Uk 
accusati ons levelled at her father by er em i ing at the candidate. 

■A- H5r iSr 

! iA CANDIDATE who has mita now eqjoyed the respect (or thought 
-W did) of the public, went overboard in this respect to 

cratfame. Heridknled a question pot to him ami was asked to leave 
a boose in which a dan "x***";; was held in his honour. I gness he 
lost their votes. 


* ☆ dr 


A CHRISTIAN candidate in Madaba has made a bet with a friend 
flutf fee was going to win a seat in P&rfiament with a margin of at 
least 5,000 votes against Ms closest rivaL The friend bet him he 
.vpnfd not be the fist, the second nor the third winner hi Ms district 
and staked JD 1 against a round-trip ticket to West Ger ma n y. The 
question ta wffl the candidate get a ticket to fbt Parttement House. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The PnbEc 
Security . Department (PSD) 
issued.^ reminder Sunday that 
carrying weapons is forbidden in 
the ran-upto Wednesday’s gener- 
al election. _ . 


tfac^ Jdrdan News Agency, Petra'' 
said potice had orders to confis- 
cate the weapon of -anyone found 
violating the ban, originally 
issued by Interior Minister Salem 


Masa’adeh. - 

Culture and Information 
Minister Nasoufa AI Majati said 
candidates must stop all lands of 
election campaigns by midnight 
Tuesday, the end of the official 


article 60 of the 1986 election law, 
Petra reprated. 

Voting starts at 7 a.ra. 
Wednesday. 



Beit Sahour 

(Continued from page 1) 

?' In aiwiheFd un- 

known assailants stabbed and 
wriimdcdrlwd- Israelis Sunday. 
-Elsewhere, a, Palestinian died 
of . wounds sustained . Friday and 
,i^en .Arabs were wounded in 
dashes, inchuhng a 15-year-old 
" Iffi^repb r ters saw sfaotby border 

: jfoEce *fter a lengthy chase 
crowded market 
sheets. ofBtfhkfaem. , ; 

-lotfe! death Mufied Jamil 
Hu2boon,19, brought U> 6I0 the 
P&festimanskifled by 

;2sradi gunfire in the 224nonth 

said die youth, who 
wm^njoed with afaufe, was shot 
%;jold5ei5 p -She - West Bank 
jtpm.irf jfeofo after he ignored 
orderstostop.lt said Huzboon 
was Wantedforfirebonfo attacks 


is; L. 


King attends 
army anniversary 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday attended 
the 20th anniversary celebrations of the third Royal Armoured 
Division accompanied by His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah 
and Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb. The celebrations 
included (hills and exercises and an arms exhibition. Photo above 
shows the King kissing' a small girl attending the celebrations. 


‘Bride of the North 1 
attracts many suitors 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

IRBID — In this northern city 
of 740,000 people, which is 
known to the rest of the coun- 
try amply as the "Bride of the 
North,” the election fire flick- 
ers in a perturbed manner. 

Although, 80 per cent of the 
registered voters (109,196 peo- 
ple) have picked up their 
cards, indicating a high level of 
anticipated participation in 
balloting, candidates and vo- 
ters alike are complaining of 
lack of cooperation among 
candidates sharing common 
ideological trends. 

"Candidates with similar 
programmes are competing for 
the same seat and splitting 
votes,” said voter Ibrahim 
"Ghareibeh: “By having rive 
.proclaimed Arab-nationalist 
candidates running for the one 
Christian seat in Irbid district, 
the votes are split and Ones 
with outside chances take the 
seat,” he said. “It is rather 
anarchistic." 

Another issue that candi- 
dates with Arab-nationalist, 
leftist and Islamic tendencies 
seem perturbed about is what 
they see as interference in their 
election campaigns. Candi- 
dates complained that election 
rallies were being limited to 
three locations in the city of 
Irbid. 

Muslim fa nHa mentalis t and 
“Islamist” candidates also 
complained that their rallies 
were interrupted by “unex- 
plained, sodden" power fai- 
lures. 

StQl another candidate, who 
has a history of leftist thought 
but who says he is running as 
an Arab nationalist, said that 
store-owners had been warned 
not to display bis posters on 
their windows. 

Candidates who have been 
“bothered" by such acts say 
that they suspect that rival 
candidates of the same ideolo- 
gical school of thought rather 
than rival candidates from a 
different school are responsi- 
ble for such “election tactics." 
However, none of them could 
produce any evidence to sup- 
port their theory. Many candi- 


dates were quick to underline 
that there were no bad feelings 
between people belonging to 
different schools of political 
and religious thoughts. 

“We want new blood to rep- 


resent us, said a nominee who 
gfainis he is a “peoples" candi- 
date. “The old ideologues are 
‘outdated. 1 Natives of Irbid who 
now live in the capital and are 
out of touch with the consti- 
tuency say they want to repre- 
sent us in Parliament. But they 
have no idea about the needs 
of the people in the area. 

“On the other hand, those 
who went to Amman and did 
stay in touch with people in 
their districts will find that 
their continued links could very 
well pay off in the elections since 
they have proven that they are 
loyal sons. • 

Although tribal traditions in 
Irbid and northern Jordan are 
strong, there seem to be cracks 
in the one-tribe-one-leader sys- 
tem as indicated by the multi- 
tude of candidates running 
from each dan. The Zu'bis, 
Khasawnehs, Omaris, Moma- 
nies, Batainehs and Tals all 
have several candidates run- 
ning in the same constituency. 

Fifty-two per cent of the 
' voters in Irbid district live in 
the dty of Irbid; 48 per cent 
live in 58 villages and two large 
refugee camps. Thus the 
priorities of each constituency 
are likely to be very different. 

“In the rural part of the 
district, tribalism and the 
Palestinian issue are important 
to the voters," said a candi- 
date. “Naturally, candidates 
who have strong tribal affilia- 
tions or who have a good poli- 
tical or social record with the 
camp people mil have an 
advantage over other candi- 
dates,’'’ said the candidate, 
who said he did not have either 
and was counting on support 
on ideological grounds in the 
dty of Irbid. 

Although coalitions, 
alliances and blocs as such do 
not seem to be an election 
trend in Irbid, former Royal 
Court Chief Thouqan Hmdawi 
and former Amman Mayor 
Abdul Ra'ouf Rawabdeh are 
said to be running in the same 
coalition. 

According to one voter who 
said he wfil vote for two lef- 
tists, two “establishment” 
candidates and one fun- 
damentalists candidate, “the 
people of Irbid will vote for 
those that will serve them the 
most, regardless of his/her 
political leanings or tribal affi- 
liations.” 
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Personalised Greeting Cards 
With Your (Xm Photo 

Take this opportunity and visit our brandies • 


Studio Haig 

Branch ’ : Down Town’ Shmeteani Swaifiyeh JabaJ Amman • 'Marka 
Tel 622923 604042 823891 642447 884509 



Deputies accountable for 
pledges — Crown Prince 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Voters in the Nov. 8 elections 
have aO the right to ask the elected parliamentarians 
to fulfil their promises and abide by the slogans 
which they raised during the election campaign, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan said Sunday. 


In a lecture be delivered at the 
University of Jordan, Prince Has- 
san said that he had full confi- 
dence in the Jordanian citizens 
and their choice Of representa- 
tives for the new Parliament. 

“The present era of openness, 
and the atmosphere of freedom 
and democracy are very impor- 
tant for all citizens, voters and 
candidates alike, because they 
offer them the chance to express 
their views and their ideas," the 
Prince said. “Let us hope,” he 
added, “that this atmosphere will 
contribute most positively to- 
wards a healthy pluralistic situa- 
tion that could in turn boost the 
national effort and enrich the 
people's contribution towards 


confronting challenges facing the 
Kingdom." 

Prince Hassan said that once 
security and peace prevail in the 
Middle East, Jordan can play a 
major developmental role. 

“The serious challenges which 
are now looming ahead," the 
Prince said, “can be confronted 
through the skill of Jordanians 
despite the Kingdom's meagre 
natural resources.” 

“Jordan's central geographical 
location, and its highly skilled 
manpower are bound to help the 
country play a leading role in 
development," Prince Hassan 
said. He also said that the secur- 
ity the country enjoys and the 
moderate policies it has adopted 


over the past years would help it 
maintain its centrist policies and 
enable it to surmount all prob- 
lems. 

“The strong relationship be- 
tween tiie leader and people of 
Jordan, has opened the way for 
the Hashemite leadership to 
maintain good ties with the 
Jordanian famil y, a relationship 
marked by justice for all people 
eveu those who had tried in the 
past to do harm to the regime,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

“What the Kingdom really 
Deeds today is to become a re- 
gional centre for industry and 
main tenance with the help of its 
people and through the strong 
infrastructure it has built up over 
the years," Prince Hassan said. 

The Prince noted that the 
Palestinian and Jordanian lead- 
ership were jointly and indi- 
vidually struggling to offer service 
to the Palestinian people and to 
safeguard the Palestinian identity 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
in Palestine. 

An open discussion on politic- 
al, social and economic and edu- 
cational topics followed the lec- 
ture. 


Iraqi leader condoles King I Experts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein Sunday called His Majesty King Hussein by 
telephone to convey his sympathy over the death 
of eight army officers, who died in a helicopter 
crash last Thursday south of the Dead Sea. 

The Iraqi president, who had just returned to 
Baghdad from a tour in the north of the country, 
voiced deep grief over the loss of the army officers 
and expressed his condolences to the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and the Jordanian people. The 
King expressed appreciation to the president for 
his sympathy. 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Sun- 
day visited Badia regions and conveyed His 
Majesty King Hussein's condolences to die fami- 
lies of army officers who died in the helicopter 
crash. 

The regions the Crown Prince visited are inha- 
bited by die Matarneh, Bararsbe, Shamaileh, 
Madadha, Mafea din, Shahabieh, Oran and Hama- 


dideh tribes in the southern regions of Jordan. 

Prince Hassan paid tribute to the army officers' 
efforts in serving their country and defending the 
Arab Nation. 

His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
persona] representative of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, Sunday delegated Mafraq G overnorate 
police director to convey his condolences to the 
Hararsheh family over the death of Brigadier, 
Soud Magfasoub Al Hararsheh in the crash. • 

The Prince also delegated police directors in 
several govemorates to convey his condolences to 
the families of those killed in the crash. 

Prime Minister and Defence Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker Sunday received a cable of 
condolences from Saudi Second Deputy Prime 
Minister and Defence and Aviation Minis ter 
Prince Sultan Tbn Abdul Aziz in which he voiced 
his deep sorrow over the deaths in the crash. 


to review 


ACC countries sign accord 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Under- 
secretaries of minis tries of plan- 
ning in the four-member Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) 
countries reached an agreement 
here Sunday on cooperation in 
planning affairs. 

A statement issued after three 
days of meetings here said that 
the officials from Iraq, Jordan, 
Egypt and North Yemen’ had 
signed draft agreement to work 
out a joint long-term develop- 


ment strategy. 

The strategy will constitute a 
general framework for planning 
in the four ACC states and will 
identify priorities for projects in 
various sectors, the statement 
said. 

It said the four countries 
agreed that through the strategy 
they should coordinate short, 
medium, and long-term develop- 
ment plans and benefit from each 
other's experience in a manner 


that would best' serve the socio- 
economic integration process. 

Representatives of ministries 
of labour of the ACC countries 
have announced the formation of 
a technical committee entrusted 
with unifying working papers and 
recommendations which would 
be announced at the dosing ses- 
sion of a meeting here Monday. 
Several working papers were pre- 
sented by each country dealing 
with manpower training. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 35 
experts from nine Arab countries 
and regional organisations Mon- 
day open a two-week seminar in 
Amm an on means of assessing 
projects being carried out in the 
Arab World. 

The seminar, organised by the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS)'in 
cooperation with the World Bank 
and the United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP), will 
indude lectures, discussions and 
debates on case studies of pro- 
jects in the participating countries 
and a field study on a develop- 
ment project being carried out in 
the northern Jordan Valley re- 
gion. 

Delegates representing E^/pt, 
Iraq, North Yemen, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Sudan, Somalia, Libya, 
South Yemen and Jordan as well 
as representatives of several gov- 
ernment departments and h ank* 
will be attending the seminar. 
-Delegates from the World Bank, 
the RSS and the UNDP wOl 
deliver lectures at the seminar. 


L^VJ MERCEDES-BENZ 


T. Gargour and Fils 

agents of MERCEDES - BENZ in Jordan 



Regrets that it will not be able to receive its 
clients at the company’s location in Marka 
from Nov. 9 to Nov. 14, 1989, since it will be 
moving to the company’s new premises. 

However, the company 
will be pleased to receive them on 
Wednesday morning Nov. 15. 
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Lebanon needs an 
international boost 


IN SPITE of all sincere efforts by Arab and international 
governments to accommodate General Michel Anon and win 
Hm over to the side of the Taif Accord, lie is mamtniniug hk 
hostile stance on that internationally accepted agreement 
and engaged in questionable tactics to abort what was 
painstakingly negotiated and agreed upon. By rejecting the 
election of Rene Mnawad as president by the Lebanese 
parliament, Aoan has reached the nod of the line and 
eihansfrd the patience of all parties indndmg his natural 
affics and supporters. His latest moves reflect his despera- 
tion and show that once he is cornered there is no limit to 
when he would go to frustrate the wffl of the international 
community, mdndmg that of his own people and suppor- 
ters. In this sense. General Aoan has become a maverick 
working against international norms and standards. Still, 
not much can be done to change his obstinate views on what 
is best for Lebanon and the Lebanese people. Hie only 
se n s ib l e thing felt to do was of coarse simply to ignore him 
and Ins declarations and to move on with the job of officially 
adopting the Taif Accord and electing a new Lebanese 
president through whom the people of Lebanon can unite. 

As General Aotm’s credentials as head of government 
are still contested by more than one side, any proclamation 
emanating from him will naturally be contested as well. The 
fact that General Aoan chose to supercede the decision of 
the p arliamen t, winch is, relatively speaking, the most 
legitimate re p re se n tative of the Lebanese people still in 
existence, shows the general's otter contempt for the will of 
Us own people. Such drastic steps by General Aoan will 
Airther isolate him in the regional as wefl as the internation- 
al arenas which, in tarn, undermines his authority, or 
w ha tever is left of it after the election of a new president 
Sunday. 

What constitutes legitimacy in the final analysis is what 
the g over nm ents of the world decide to do. If the govern- 
ments of the world bestow recognition on the new govern- 
ment as they seem posed to do, and the United Nations 
follows suit by adopting a formal decision by the U.N. 
Security Council accepting the decisions of the parliament, 
then there is nothing that General Aoun can do to stop the, 
legal and pofitical effects of such judgments. Recognition of 
governments is essentially a political act that acquires legal 
effect once that recognition becomes universal. Thus the 
road to salvation in Lebanon is to have the U.N. play its part 
■nmeefiatety by extending recognition to the new president 
and his government. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i newspaper Sunday discussed Lebanon where the deputies 
are making ready for a meeting that would elect a new president 
for the country. Should a quorum be achieved and a meeting take 
place , a constitutional president would be elected to help enhance 
the state of peace and stability which prevailed in Lebanon since 
the Arab League mediation committee drew op a ceasefire last 
month, the paper noted. It said that regardless of any objections 
from the Christian leader Michel Aoun, the parliament deputies 
are determined to cany out an Arab League-sponsored plan and 
bringback peace to their country. Therefore, a parliament session 
which is to take place Sunday or Monday is bound to bring an end 
to the long and dark tunnel through which Lebanon had lived 
over the past IS years of civil strife. Should die current efforts for 
peace fail, Lebanon will find itself faring another era of grim and 
dangerous future, the paper added. It said for this reason, the 
Lebanese people are now looking forward to the election of a 
president and a new stage of peaceful life after the long sufferings 
and destruction in their country. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily strongly attarlrc the Ethiopian 
goverament for restoring diplomatic relations with Israel. The 
move is seen as helping the regime in Addis Ababa to overcome 
numerous problems resulting from inis-admmistrati'on, says 
Mahmoud RimawL The writer notes that the derision to restore 
ties with die Jewish state followed statements by Addis Ababa 
that it hoped to bolster its ties with the Arab World which, he 
points out, served as an underhand dealing on the part of the 
Ethiopian government. In return for tins, the re gime m Addis 
Ababa is certain to acquire assistance from the United States and 
Israel which stands to win from the step, die writer adds. He says 
that the world will now see a greater migration of Ethiopian Jews 
to Israel and a further collaboration between Tel Aviv and Addis 
Ababa at the expense of the Arab and African nations. But the 
writer wonders about the prospects of the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) which has its headquarters in Addis Ababa in view 
of the fact that the African nations are rallying to confront the 
Pretoria regime which is currently stepping up its midear 
collaboration with Israel. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily commented on the situation in Lebanon 
where it said only one person, Michel Aoun is confronting the 
majority and the will of the Arab and international community. 
The paper said the Lebanese parliament deputies meeting should 
take place and a president should be elected to bring an end to the 
civil strife in Lebanon. The success of the parliament deputies in 
reaching conserens on a national charter ought not to be maned 
now by the Christian leader whose ideas can no longer be feasible. 
The paper urged all the parties in Lebanon and Aoun himself to 
| pve peace a dunce, and to pave the way for stability and security 
m Lebanon. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Dr. Waked Sadi 


Political parties — conspicuous by sheer absence 


THE STILL exaggerated number of candidates competing for the 
Nov. 8 parliamentary elections and the proliferation of slogans 
and campaign platforms decorating these elections suggest that 
future elections would continue to lack coherence and organisa- 
tion if political parties are not formed. As things stand now for 
this year’s elections, voters have been confused by the utter lade 
of organisation that reigned supreme as a direct consequence of 
just too many candidates with an even greater number of banners 
festooning the street of the country. The only effective and 
operational way then to rectify the errors of the Nov. 8 elections is 
to introduce a limi ted number of political parties along the lines 
that could be articulated in the projected National Pact Needless 
to say, there are hardly any viable parliamentary system in the 
whole world without political parties that draw heavily on their 
own respective national experiences, norms and traditions. 

Such political tools would go a long way to render political 
platforms more coherent by injecting discipline and responsibility 
in their formulation. Moreover, the number of contesters in any 
given elections would also re main within the realm of reason as 
each political party would exercise direct control on the number 
of candidates who run on their own separate slates. And what is 
even more relevant would be the control that such parties could 
exercise over the slogans or political platforms that are presented 
to the electorates. 


Forgotten region 
becomes focus of 
Greek elections 


By Debs Kyriakidou 

Renter 

MONAS TTRAKI, Greece — 
Women struggle to beat water 
with wood foes and men sit in the 
tiny coffee shop under a gas lamp 
in die shadow of the rugged 
mountains of central Greece. 

They talk often about- Worid 
War D and the bloody civil war 
which followed. 

They speculate on when the 
winter snows will fall, cutting the 
villag e off again, and ask the rare 
visitor for a newspaper, “so diffi- 
cult to get here.” 

“Our vote is as important as 
anyone’s but we are forsaken by 
all,” village mayor Panayotis 
Tohs told Renters during a recent 
visit. 

Monastiraki is some 60 
kilometres north of Kaxpenisi, 
the capital of impoverished and 
isolated Evritama province, two 
hours’ drive through thick green 
forests, mostly over dirt roads 
and shaky wooden bridges. 

The personal commitment 
which Constantine Mftsotakis, 
leader of the centre-right New 
Democracy Party, has made to 
bolding the province’s single seat 
in partiament has thrown Evrita- 
nia into the hmeKgh t. 

His daughter, Dora Bakoyan- 
ms, is a candidate for the seat in 
Sunday’s national election and 
bolding it is vital to Mitsotakis’s 
bid to increase his 14S seats in the 
300-seat parliament into an abso- 
lute majority. 

She has replaced her husband, 
slain New Democracy Deputy 
Pavlas Bakoyanms, who won fan 
traditionally left-wing native re- 
gion from tite Socialists in June 
elections. 

Bakoyanms, shot dead by the 
November 17 guerrilla group in 
Athens cm September 26, had 
proposed a pbn which he hoped 
would propel the region into the 
20th century. 

The plan included industrial, 
tourist and agricultural develop- 
ment as well as much needed 
roads, irrigation, sewerage and 
social services. It was intended to 
stop young people from leaving 
the area in search of work. 

More than half of Evritania’s 
voters live elsewhere. With none 
of tite thriving tourist trade en- 


omy a few jobs in farming 
and forest ry and the lowest in- 
comes in the country. 

Bakoyanms has pledged to pur- 
sue her husband’s pohaes for the 
region she calls “the poorest 
place in Europe,” and whidi even 
the Ottomans thought so remote 
that for 400 years they avoided 
collecting taxes hoe. 

During the highly emotional 
campaign, she has observed a 
40-day mounting period, making 
no speeches and refr ain i n g from 
visiting the remote villages still 
redolent of the 19th century- 
“You might invest money in 
roads but if people don’t nave 


work and a decent standard of 
firing they’ll just use the roads to 
get out,” she has said. 

Road budding was a major 
project of the Panhellenic Social- 
ist Movement (Pasok) which, 
during its eight yean m power 
before its June election defeat, 
pumped European Co mmuni ty 
funds into the area. 

Many people remain loyal to 
Pasok, led by former Prime. 
Minister Andreas Papandreou, 
because of its efforts to develop 
Evritama. 

“Before the road was opened 
to our rifiage by Pasok we walked 
or rode mules. We were forgot- 
ten,” the Monastiraki mayor 
said. 

Most people in Monastiraki 
said they would vote again for 
Pasok because of the new road, 
although they still lack jobs as 
weD as telephones, electricity and 
sewers. Families rely on pensions 
and state subsidies to wi^fce ends 
meet 

“Under these conditions I 
wouldn’t want my cfafldren to five 
here,” Tatis sakL 

Bakoyanzus’s candidacy drew 
strong reactions from the Social- 
ists who lost the seat despite 
allocating funds for roads, tele- 
phones and electricity in many 
villages and providing transport 
for school children. 

“New Democracy is capitalis- 
ing on Bakoyamns’s murder by 
running Dora as a candidate. She 
doesn’t even come from here,” 
local Pasok member Stetios Ktit- 
akas said. 

During Worid War II leftist 
partisans drove the occ up y in g 
Nazis out of the mountains and 
declared the area “Free Greece.” 
But the brutal civil war that fol- 
lowed Greece's fibeiation left bit- 
ter memories, Tohs said. 

One villager, who said be was 
paid by the British-backed Greek 
army to fight against Communist 
insurgents in the civil war, 
pledged his vote to New Demo- 
cracy. 

“I don’t know Dora but if my 
party rum a donkey for a candi- 
date Fll vole for it.” Costas Kout- 
soupias, 78, said. 

According to opinion polls 
New Democracy is ahead of 
Pasok in the national election 
campaign but is short of an abso- 


Regions such as Evritama, 
winch send a single deputy to 
parliament, have become in- 
creasingly important to Mitsota- 
kis as he fights to add six deputies 
to the 14S seats his conservative 
parly won in June. 

New Democracy won all five 
single seat constituencies from 
Pasok and must bold as many as 
possible to have any chance of 
winning an absolute majority. 

The five seats, traditionally lef- 
tist, backed Pasok in its 1981 and 
1985 landslide wins and the 
Socialists are going all out to win 
them back to increase their 125 
deputies in pariiameat. 



As thi ng s stand now, there is no way to determine the 
credibility of the various political platforms whidi different 
cand i dates have expensed. As at least some of the contesters can 
be presumed to have professed flamboyant slogans for only public 
consumption, without the benefit of some form of guardianship 
can be exercised through disciplined and organised political 
parties, such exaggerated and promises would continue 

i^iahatwi in other words, bad we in Jordan two political parties 
during this year's national elections, many positive features could 
have been realised: First, the number of candidates could have 
been reduced to reasonable proportions. Secondly, tite political 
platforms of the various candidates could have been more 
coherent and realistic. Thirdly, the contents of the political 
platforms could have been toned down to meaningful proportions 
as well. So, without the control that such political parties could 
have- p c i form ed during this year’s elections there was no limit to 
what contesters would go to propagate their slogans. likewise 
there was no limit to the number of those seeking public 
confidence and trust The end result, of course, is elections 
lacking control, discipline and coherence. 

But all is not lost as tins year’s parliamentary elections can still 
serve as a big lesson on winch all future elections can draw 
heavily. After all, the continuing process of democratisation in 
Jordan is a perpetual learning process. The Kingdom cannot be 


exnected to master the art of elections in one giant leap bat rather 
ttaHwTtfae trials and tribulations of many 'imperfect etertwns. H 
this year’s elections can teach ns that much more and educate ns 
also that much more, then it is a very positive step cm tire path 
towards wiser and more viable elections m the future. Thus as I 
read the situation connected with tins years jwrfiamentary 
elections, foe biggest drawback; was the absence _of, letfs say, two 

riant political parties under whose wings would he and operate all 

foe splinter political parties and forces that have sought express-, 
ion during tins Nov. 8 elections. . . . , 

Fortunately, the proposed National Pact is proje cted to deal 
with this very issue and hopefully will rectify this years 
shortcomings. The elected partiamentarians m the Nov. 8 
elections wffl of course be expected to debate this matter during 
the course of their deliberations on the much talked about 

National Pact . _ . .... 

Having g pmeA or even suffered from the experiences ot this 
year’s experiment in electioneering, they should be m an 
appropriate condition to spell out their thoughts on the contents 
of foe National Pact and offer their words of wisdom on the 
framework of future political parties. If they succeed m such a 
mission they would have rendered the country and their consti- 
tuencies a great deal of good. If they fail, they would fail not only 
their but also foe entire country. 


Rise of democracy, fall of tribalism? 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

AMMAN — Arabic coffee is served to elders gathered in large 
tents to approve one of them as their “face” to the worid. Then- 
strongest, wisest and often the wealthiest man among them thus 
becomes their tribal leader, — “sheikh al ashireh” — the 
traditional way tribal leaders have been chosen since tune 
immemorial. 

Al though tribal tents were seen and the aroma of Arabic coffee ' 
was stronger afl over Jordan for the last month, tilings are 
changing. 

As Jordanians, young and old, bead for the polls on Nov. 8, the 
paramount questions are: For whom will they vote and what 
single most i mp ort a nt issue or loyalty will decide their vote? In a 
country known to be home to Arab tribes and their traditions, 
no-one knows to what degree the famous proverb “Me against my 
brother, my brother and I against my cousin, my cousin and I 
against our neighbour and my neighbour and I against the 
stranger,” wffl mild true. 

As 650 candidates vie for the 80 seats in the Lower House of 
Parliament, many people are wondering on what basis those who 
will actually vote from the 876,693 voters who have collected then- 
voting cards. 

Although tribalism and regionalism were seen as the main 
attractions of some candidates, the voters don’t necessarily think 
so. 

Since tribal affiliati ons have been the key to solving problems, 
may they be social, economic, educational or religious since time 
began in this ancient land, what is seen as cracks in tribal strength 
are viewed with dismay by many traditionalists. 

“The young people think they know better than we do, that 


they can get by without their dan by reciting ideological poetry 
and thus winning the minds and hearts of the strange masses,” 
said one traditional tribal leader in Irbid Governorate referring to 
ca ndid ates who refused to associate themselves along tribal 
lines.” Well, it won’t work,” be asserted. 

Role of tribalism 

What role is tribalism playing in the elections? How much have 
people's politics changed in Jordanian society over the decades? 
These questions were posed to candidates, tribal and non-tribal, 
in various parts of the Kingdom. 

Many candidates felt that there was a possibility that some 
voters may vote only for one candidate so as to strengthen the 
chances of “his” or “her” candidate and weaken the rest. This has 
apparently been suggested in many electorate districts in the 
Kingdom. Voters with tribal, religious or ideological affiliations 
have stated their intentions to adopt this rather archaic voting 
policy although they are aware that “this is not the way it was 
meant to be,” as one voter told the Jordan Times. Encouraged by 
candidates, some voters said they would vote for their relatives 
only or for a certain “chosen” candidate only “because I want him 
to hare a better chance than the rest. Why should I divide the 
votes I have?” 

“No one knows how many people will abstain from participat- 
ing from the full election process in order to give their votes to the 
candidate of their choice, may he be traditional, fundamental, or 
progressive in outlook. This is one of the unknown elements in 
this election,” says a candidate from Karak who withdrew his 
candidacy a week ago because too many people from his tribe 
were running. 

What was once seen as a paramount factor in most parts of rural 
Jordan, tribal authority or traditional politics, as it is often called, 
is probably facing its toughest test to date. 

in the north and south of Jordan, as well as the centre, almost 
every tribe, “of any consequence,” has two or more candidates 
vying for votes from the same electorate. Traditionally, a dan, or 
“ashireh” as they are known, would come to an official or 
unofficial consensus about their tribal leader — the man who bad 
all what it takes to represent what may be up to 20,000 or more 
members of foe same tribe. 

According to tribal candidates in the various districts most 
tribal voters will vote for only one of the candidates in their tribe. 
However, several votes told foe Jordan Times that they will vote 
for “all four” or “all seven” of the candidates who belong to their 
dan. A consensus as to how tribal voting in these elections will 
take place therefore does not really exist, or so it seems. 

In Irbid Governorate, a consensus among voters from its S8 
villages has bro ugh t die fellahrn or village can did ate to the 
surface. Although the chosen nominee to parliament Is almost 
guaranteed the village votes, many villagers who have encouraged 
other village candidates to run with an outside side hope that a 
member of their dan will also reach parliament. 
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APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED BY AN 
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 

Suitable candidates, male or female, must be: 
Experienced within an IBM 36 environment or similar. 
P.C. Literate. 

Fluent in written and spoken English. 

Able to use a telex. 

Good in typing. 

And have excellent interpersonal skills, preferably 
developed in a customer service environment. 

C.V.*s must be sent in the first Instance to, 
the General Manager, P.O- Box 927111, Am- 
man, Jordan. 


A tribe with an estimated 8,000 voting members, the Obddats 
hfirf rian meeting and decided to nominate one man to represent 
the tribe of 20,000-odd members. The candidate, Qaseem 
Obeidat, seems to have appealed to both the younger and -older 
members of the and eventually won the support of Ahmad 
Obeidat, who is said to have favoured another man to become the 
tribe’s nominee. 

“The division of tribal votes could be a tricky business in these 
elections” concedes one member of a Karak dan which claims to 
have 6,000 voting members. “We are one of the biggest dans, but 
if our 6,000 votes are split up into our 7 candidates then none of 
our nominees may reach parliament. Another clan with only 
1,000 voting members who has only one candidate may have a 
better chance of getting tbeir man into parliament because they 
have a consensus. All this is very sad because some of the 
important tribes that have always had their people represented 
may be losing out in these elections,” he said. 

Reasons 

The reasons for the fracture in tribal consensus are multifold. 
Since the last general elections in Jordan m 1967, education has 
become relatively widespread in the Kingdom. The “wise men” 
who, through their d is t in c tiv e education or experience, had 
traditionally stood out as dan leaders are being challenged by a 
newer and younger breed of self-styled know-it-alls. 

Rapid urbanisation and a quick increase in material wealth as 
well as the practical universalisation of education have left 
relatively few of Jordan’s youth illiterate in.their ABCs ami “the 
ways of the world.” 

Many “younger” candidates — may they be in their forties and 
fiftees — are thus challenging the “outmoded” ways of the 
traditional leaders. The argument is simple. To quote one of 
than: “Tribal leaders have had their chance. Look where it got 
them. Our rural areas have been neglected as far as educational, 
economic, social and- cultural developmental projects are con- 
cerned. So why should they be given another chance?” 

Tribal candidates and non-tribal candidates alike agree that 
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“In Amman, it does not really matter what tribe any candidate 
is from. He could be much more powerful if he happens to be an 
“ Isl a mi c” candidate or an ideologue of some sort rather than a 
member of a big Jordanian tribe,” says one tribal cancfidate from 
Karak. Another candidate, representing a large Salti dan, says 
that “in A mman , there are a lot of Palestinians tend to be 
somewhat less tribal than Jordanians, who have more of a tribal 
tradition to begin with.” 

Some candidates in Karak Governorate estimate that. 60 per 
cent or more of foe votes will be cast according to trroal. 
affiliati ons, regardless of religious or ideological tendencies. 

C a ndid a te s in Irbid, however, do not foresee such an outcome 
in their district “In foe villages outside Lind many people wffl’ 
vote for members of their tribe who five in Irbid,” said a 
candidate. “They want to vote along tribal lines but they also 
want someone who is around if they need him. They are openly 
co mplaini ng about members of that dan who moved intn big 
houses in Amman, drive big cars and don’t bother to show npfor 
femify weddings and funerals and then have tire nerve to come at 
election time and say T am your man in PaTfiamenf.” ■ „ 
Unlike Karak candidates who feel that tribaKst attitudes have- 
not waned since they took roots centuries ago, Irbid candidates 
see things differently. According, to one Candida te with Arab- 
nationalist leanings, “in foe 1950s. tribal affiliations were not as 
strong as they were in foe ’60s, ’70s, and '80s because we had 
parties then. People had an alternative. When you don’t give’ 
people a chance to be so m ethin g but an IdamfefuiKlaxnexitafis(, a- 

member of a tribe or a Palestine refugee, then that’s all he wffl be.- 

If you allow political parties then Islamic fundamentalism, 
regionalism and tribalism will be fait at the core and lose much of 
the popularity they enjoy today.” 

With a kaleidoscope of trends ranging from “Islamist” to 
“establishment”, “nationalist" and ‘leftist,” confcsing the eksetor 
rate as to ^where they really stand” and “what they really want,^ ’ 
some traditional tribal leaders are annoyed at what they see as“a= 
rebellion of midg ets, those little nobodies who fomir a fancy suit 
anda university certificate will make than leaders,” as one 
tiaditional tribal leader put it. The “younger” candidates, 
however, believe that foe more traditional older candidates have 
not lrved up to their responsibilities and have not done their 
utmost to serve their respective co mmunities . 

Our leaders have wanted us to serve them and given us a very 
super ficial . protection and face saving image in return;” in other 
wo^iKJt^substantiai,” says a “younger” tribal candidate. 

Although tribal loyalties do not seem to be disappearing in any 
jray, a more active and concertive leadership is befogdSianded 

°i d 311 ^ Jordan. *Tbe farce of the tribe 
and the loyalty that it demands still exist very strongly but it may 

b^ of reconstruction, the pec^le are dimianding foi 

the ir leade rs answer to their needs and demands — - this is 
progressive traditionalism," another young candi date concluded 


IMPORTANT NOTICE.™ 

TO THE LADIES OF AMMAN... 

Vote for 

hamdi s. TABBA’A 

Your trustworty candidate. 


(3rd Precinct, Amman) 






JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, 



search of cosmic awareness 


- - c " Piafl^ni 

PARIS-— Money ,~a nice boose 
and a car, along with professional 
and social success,arewhat most 

other mdngr iiilwrf 

natioqSj when, flic “rat race" 
«>ward matcrial success is more 
intense than ever, a stow, quiet 
change is begmningto affect the 
tbhdong of a growing number of 

decades .ago, when .the. 
hip prat of the 1960s sat cross- 
legged meditating in the lotus 
position of .Hindu yoga and 
climbed the Himalayas in search 
of : the Buddhist wisdom of Tibe- 
tan monks, they were dismissed 
as *Mxiiige loonies.” But 10 years 
later,: ; centres offering yoga, 
meditation classes and a host of 
other self-awareness techniques 
can be found in almost any large 
atyor, town. Here people take 
renigefrpm the frantic activity of 
modern sodety, seeking some- 
thing-raore rewarding than the 
latest inodel of automobile or 


People everywhere are talking 
of a ‘‘new rise in consciousness." 
The behef that man should be 
timre' in time with the universe 
because man is part of the uni- 
verse is expressed in diverse 
ways,: from .individual experi- 


ences to worldwide demonstra- 
tions for peace and events to raise 
funds for famine and flood relief. 
Such an event is the annual 
“Mind and Body Festival” in 
London, which attracts 

thousands. 

The drive toward a better 
understanding of man's place in 
the cosmos and increasing aware- 
ness of spiritual values will, be- 
lievers say, lead to a “New Age.” 
This concept has led to a new 
.wave of literature, study groups, 
lecture series and discussion 
groups around the world. Many 
of the largest publishing houses 
now offer “New Age” collec- 
tions. Books such as Marilyn Fer- 
guson’s “The Aquarian conspira- 
cy” are now considered classics in 
the genre, read by supporters and 
sceptics alike. 

Although mainstream New 
Age thinking seeks a balance 
between modern materialism and 
spiritual well-being, smaller 
groups are going even farther, 
rejecting the “rat race” 
altogether. One such group exists 
on the enchanting island of Bora- 
Bora in French Polynesia, falling 
itself “Galacteus," it has about 
100 members. Until recently the 
group has been little known, but 
its members have now begun to 
tour various capitals of the world 
to meet similar-minded groups 


and share the results of over a 
decade of research. 

Most of the “Galacteus" mem- 
bers are French. Alain de Beco, 
one of the original members of 
the group, recently returned to 
his native Paris, where he de- 
scribed the origins and aims of 
the movement: “We started out 
about 20 years ago as a group of 
friends in France and have since 
developed relations with people 
ah over the world. We have built 
up a network of people who have 
been “contacted” and are in 
touch with extra-terrestrial 
forces, energies and civilisa- 
tions,” said the 36-year-old. 

Other forms of life 

The people whom deBeco de- 
scribes live in Switzerland, Spain, 
Brazil, Italy or France and have 
gone through what are known as 
“near death" or “out-of-body" 
experiences. “Studies have 
shown that in the United States 
alone there are some 8 million 
people who have lived through 
different stages of the experi- 
ence,” he added. “It is now seen 
as a bridge between science and 
tradition. Modern-day doctors 
and scientists are investigating 
“near death" experiences, while 
you find the same kind of descrip- 
tions in the ancient Tibetan 
“Book of the Dead.”’ 


"Regardless of religion, place 
or age, thousands of these 
accounts indicate that the world 
does not stop at the physical 
plane, but that there are other 
forms of life." De Beco and other 
Galacteus members have recently 
begun to help organise similar 
groups in Brazil, Mexico, 
Czechoslovakia and France, 
among other countries, to expand 
and coordinate their activities 
worldwide. 

The founding father of Galac- 
teus, the French Jean-Pa ul Appel 
Guery, continues to lead the 
community. His interest was 
aroused by a series of “out-of- 
body” experiences beginning at 
age 12. Guery, now 56. has pub- 
lished several books and has been 
working with computers for 
years, designing elaborate “in- 
spirational” images of extra-ter- 
restrial beings and places that he 
claims he either “visited” during 
his out-of body experiences or- 
“saw" through telepathy. 

Query’s most famous book, 
“Timeless Journey,” tells 
through beautiful illustrations the 
story of an astonishing “astral” 
voyage by an enlightened charac- 
ter (himself, one suspects) into 
other dimensions of time and 
space. 

Not everyone in the Galacteus 
community bas lived through 


v.gy Allison J. Pugh 

The Associated Press 

BOSTON — Practitioners of 
stock art. have danced barefoot 
on glass and bitten the heads off 
Eve animals. Now one of them 
feres possible - arrest for lighting 
fireworks on his chest, again rais- 
ing the question: How much is 
too much? 

Shock art can appear in mild 
forms such as that practised by 
Joe Davis, who has shouted out 
his poetry while aides poured 
water on hu head. It can be as 
severe, as Chris Burden’s hgmg 
nailed to a Volkswagen or having 
someone shoot him. 

The . practice of defining . new 
art forms by shocking people set 
off a national debate recently: 
over public Binding of an exhibit 
by rphotographeo^ 


plethorpe, which featured 
homosexual and sadomasochistic 
photographs. 

“Some art might shock and 
disturb people, and that's certain- 
ly a valid tmngrfor art to do," said 
Jeremy AHiger, executive direc- 
tor at Boston’s Dance Umbrella, 
which recently featured a 
Japanese artist who danced bare- 
foot on glass. “He is actually 
composing on die glass” said 
AOiger. 

The limit, however, is “when 
people are placed without know- 
ledge in a position of danger 
themselves,” be said. “Whether 
that can be classified as art or not, 
it's inappropriate.” 

Joe Coleman may have pro- 
vided the add test in Boston. 
Alliger said Coleman crossed the 
line by endangering his audience. 

Coleman, who ^appeared » i be- 


fore a small audience at the Bos- 
ton film and video foundation, bit 
off the head and front legs of a 
white mouse and hugged one 
spectator after he poured a buck- 
et -of blood over himself. He also 
ignited fireworks on his chest and 
some burning shards landed in 
the audience. 

“It was definitely a terrifying 
experience,” said Viveca Gardin- 
er, 23. a financial writer in Some- 
rville. “We weren’t protected and 
we were definitely in danger." 

One of the smoldering pieces 
flew into the face of Robin 
Brown, who sat near Gardiner in 
the audience. She said she 
brushed it off her cheek, and it 
then landed on her skirt and 
burned a hole the size of a dime. 

“If it had landed on my eye, it 
definitely would have Mmded 
me,*’ said Brown, 23, an editor 


for a market research firm in 
Cambridge. 

Fire officials said they would 
press to have charges filed in the 
case, lighting fireworks inside is 
illegal, as is setting fires without a 
permit or a fire detail present, 
fire chief Howard Ferguson said. 

Animal ri gh ts 

“We are trying to find out how 
many things we can charge them 
with," said Ferguson, who admit- 
ted authorities had not yet deter- 
mined whom they would charge. 
They also can’t find Coleman, 
who is based in New York, Fer- 
guson said. 

Animal rights activists, patrons 
and even some leaders of the arts 
community say Coleman went 
too far. 

“There’s a lot of concern about - 


such esoteric experiences, but all 
try to attain a certain level of 
physical and mental purity. Says 
de Beco: “We have chosen a 
lifestyle that seems to us more 
normal: we don’t smoke, we 
don't drink alcohol, we don't take 
any drugs and we don’t eat meat. 
The reason why we are vegeta- 
rians is that we believe that the 
human digestive system, which 
has an abnormally long intestine 
for a mammal is more atrip to that 
of a herbivorous than that of a 
carnivorous mammal. But we 
don't make an absolute rule or 
dogma of any of these principles,' 
we just live that way because we 
feel much better for it." 

No luxury 

The Pacific Ocean paradise of 
Bora-Bora, near Tahiti, with its 
crystal-clear waters and palm- 
fringed sandy beaches, is un- 
doubtedly conducive to a stress- 
free life. But there is nothing 
luxurious about the way the 
Galacteus members live. They 
bought what was a wild, mos- 
quito-infested piece of land by 
the ocean on the northern part of 
the island, and each member built 
a house with the materials that 
were locally available. 

“Though most people in the 
community come from a creative 
background — we have a lot of 


Are artists going too far? 


(use of animals in artistic acts and 
movies), and I think a lot of the 
industry is trying to be responsi- 
ble,” said Gus Thornton, head of 
the state Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals. 

The head of the Boston Film 
and Video Foundation disavowed 
any connection with Coleman. 
Anne Marie Stein said die Cole- 
man performance was the inde- 
pendent project of a foundation 
member, and the act was not 
funded by the public sources that 
support regular foundation work. 

While she said she generally 
believes in letting people decide 
for themselves what they think is 
art, the foundation would not 
permit acts that could endanger - 
the lives of people or involve 
cruelty to animals . 

“I think that goes too fer,” she 
said of Coleman's performance. 



Homes of the Galacteus group in Bora-Bora: the looks of an extra-terrestrial tribal village. 


singers, dancers, writers and 
musicians — there are also peo- 
ple who are architects, carpen- 
ters, plumbers, and everyone 
helps everyone else,” de Beco 
explained. By design, most of the 
houses built among the vegeta- 
tion look touristic: translucent 
domes, honeycomb globes, pyra- 
mids, flying saucers. De Beco’s 
own bouse is a hexagonal globe 
suspended from a large, triangu- 
lar frame; it doesn’t touch the 
ground but sways gemly with the 
wind and the movement of its 
occupants. 

The group spends most of its 
time studying religions and philo- 
sophies as well as spiritual and 
extra-terrestrial life. “Most of us, 
like myself, were brought up in 
the West, where education is 
totally devoid of any of the things 
one can learn through yoga or the 
other traditions. We are attemp- 
ting to draw knowledge from all 
of the world’s religions and tradi- 
tions. We see religions as bran- 
ches of a tree: what we are 
looking for is the trunk of that 
tree. We also try to reconcile 
North and South, East and West, 
the past, the present and the 
future,” de Beco said. 

The youngest in an upper-mid- 
dle-class family of U children, he 
has strayed far from the path 
mapped out for him. After a 
traditional French education, he 
obtained a degree in architecture, 
a profession he never practised. 
In contrast, his twin sister. Anne, 

■ Jhe mother of two children, is a 
highly paid executive in one of 
France’s largest industrial con- 
glomerates. 

Her brother’s priorities lie else- 


where. “The important thing is to 
learn that we are not only a 
physical body but also a body of 
energy and that this energy bas 
centres in the body and circulates 
around it,” he said. ‘This has 
been known for centuries in 
medicine — in acupuncrure, for 
example. One can learn to con- 
trol and use this energy, to trans- 
from negative energy into posi- 
tive energy. Evil has only the 
power we give it; what we are 
trying to do is to achieve a muta- 
tion of energies toward the posi- 
tive.” 

Although the Galacteus mem- 
bers were attracted to Polynesia 
by the climate and environment, 
they also sought an area where 
they could spend as little of their 
time as posable on the earth- 
bound task of earning money to 
survive. On Bora-Bora, everyone 
in the community works. “We all 
have some sort of money-making 
occupation, but almost everyone 
is doing something creative. 
Some design fabrics and clothes, 
others jewellery, others put on 
music and dance shows for the 
tourists,” de Beco explained. He 
helped to organise a company to 
market the community's pro- 
ducts, and he also sells cultured 
black pearls, a new industry on 
the island that is highly appreci- 
ated by Japanese tourists. 

De Beco stresses that the 
Galacteus group is far removed 
from any of the notorious “sects" 
in which members are forced to 
surrender their wealth and under- 
go brainwashing designed to 
alienate them from families and 
friends. “We are part of the 
world, we operate as a coopera- 


tive... and we pool our resources 
to pay for the printing of our 
materials and books, for compu- 
ters and for producing videos and 
cassette tapes." he noted. 

Still the group wants to focus 
mostly on wbat goes on beyond 
the physical plane. Says de Beco 
of his own experience: “I have 
seen UFOs (Unidentified Flying 
Objects) several times, some- 
times I was looking out for them 
and expecting them, other times 
it was by chance. Also, 1 have 
developed a certain sensitivity 
and am able to receive telepathic 
messages. Almost everyone ex- 
periences telepathy at one time or 
another, with someone they love, 
for example, but there are ways 
to work on it." 

“This is why physical purifica- 
tion is important to us, because 
the body is a sort of channel 
between heaven and earth, and 
by keeping ourselves pure, we 
can develop our senses, including 
what is known as the sixth sense." 

Willpower is the important fac- 
tor, he added. “We all have the 
spark in us, you have to work and 
persevere. Once you take that 
path, it is like a rebirth.” De 
Beco. along with many in New 
Age thinkers, believes that as 
more people “think positive" 
around the world, the more posi- 
tive energy there wiU be to coun- 
ter military threats. “This field of 
inspiration that illuminated the 
prophets of our great religions is 
a universal current, a field of 
energy that exists around us,” he 
stressed, the shining light in his 
piercing blue eyes coming from 
far, far away — World News 
Link. 
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Time to work... 


Time to relax. 






The business day, and another business trip that means pressure and 
making every minute count. So I just want to arrive on time and in good shape, ready 
forthatvitol meeting. 

Royal Jordanian's new Business Gass means a smooth, comfortable flight 
with excellent service, wide seats and traditional Cl iri\ircc 
Jordanian hospitality. DUDllNIkoD 

Now, I relax and enjoy the flight - on 
Royal Jordanian's new Business Gass. 

<&> ROYA1JORDANIAN bZtsM 

Setting new standards. 


AMMAN • ABU DHABI • AMSTERDAM 0 ANKARA 0 AQABA 0 ATHENS 0 BAGHDAD 0 BAHRAIN 0 BANGKOK 0 BEIRUT 0 BELGRADE 0 BRUSSELS 0 BUCHAREST 0 CARO 0 CALCUTTA 
CASABLAHCA 0 CHICAGO 0 COPENHAGEN 0 DAMASCUS 0 DELHI 0 DHAHRAN 0 DOHA 0 DWAI 0 ftAMKFURT 0 GENEVE 0 ISTANBUL 0 JEDDAH 0 KARACM 0 KUALA LUMPUR 0 KUWAIT 
LARNACA 0 LONDON 0 MADRID 0 MONTREAL 0 MOSCOW 0 NEW YORK 0 PAHS 0 RIYADH 0 ROME 0 SANAA 0 SINGAPORE 0 TRIPOLI 0 TUNIS 0 VIENNA 
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Jordanian government approves Peking forces entrepreneurs 
various loans, adopts measures to to purchase government bon 

H „ , , . PEKING new fo^^Uboo.b among - 

boost productivity, employment SHSS 2-3SS 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has agreed to the terms of 
a $150 million loan from the World Bank, following 
months of talks in Amman and Washington. 


"The loan will support the in- 
dustrial and export sector and the 
balance of payments and will help 
to finance imports of capital 
goods, raw materials*, and basic 
commodities, ” Information 
Minister Naso oh A1 Majali told 
reporters. 

He said the cabinet endorsed 
the loan Saturday evening, but 
did not say when the agreement 
would be signed. 

The money would also be used 
to help to implement a plan to 
increase Jordanian exports and 
investment, he added. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh has said Japan will lend 
Jordan a further $150 milli on and 
West Germany $17 million to 
support the World Bank prog- 
ramme . 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Turkish inflation rate soars 


ANKARA (R) — Consumer prices in Turkey soared by 7.6 per 
cent in October, the highest monthly rise since March 1988, the 
semi-official Anatolian News Agency quoted the state institute of 
statistics as saying. Prices rase fastest in the commercial capital 
Istanbul, home to seven nrilthm people, where the cost of living 
increased by 9.4 per cent during the month. Inflation is the chief 
reason for a collapse in popular support for the ruling Motherland 
Party, now backed by only about 15 per cent of voters. It will be 
the first major challenge of the prime minister who succeeds 
Torgut OzaJ, elected president by parliament Oct. 31 in a ballot 
boycotted by opposition parties. The inflation rate in the year to 
the end of October rose to 73.3 per cent from 73.1 per cent a 
month earlier. The rate has hovered between 62 and 76 per cent 
since hitting a post-1981 high of 87.5 per cent in November 1988. 


Big Spanish saving banks merge 


BARCELONA (R) — Spain's biggest savings bank, Caja De 
Pensioncs (La Caixa), and its rival Caja De Barcelona have 
agreed to merge and create the country's largest financial 
institution. The merged group will hold deposits of about 3,600 
bfllkra pesetas ($30 billion) and have 2,000 branches, far 
outranking Banco Bilbao Vizcaya, Spain's largest clearing bank. 
Called La Caja De Pensiones Y De Barcelona, the new bank win 
concentrate its business in the prosperous northeastern region of 
Catalonia. None of Spain’s largest commercial banks is Cafataq in 
origin. The Socialist government of Felipe Gonzalez has encour- 
aged mergers between financial institutions to face competition in 
the 1992 single European market 


Iraq penetrates more markets 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has won a contract to export electrical 
appliances to the Soviet Union and several Arab countries, the 
army newspaper A1 Qadisya has said. It quoted the director- 
general of a state-owned o rganisatio n also called A1 Qadisya as 
saying he recently agreed to supply Moscow with S14.5 million 
worth of sparking pings and transformers. He said his organisa- 
tion had also won contracts to export $5 million worth of 
transformers to Saudi Arabia and $20 nullioa worth of similar 
products to Egypt, Jordan, North Yemen, Libya and Oman. 


India, Morocco resolve phosphate row 


RABAT (R) — India has agreed to resume purchases of 
phosphoric arid from Morocco next month after an Arab country 
mediated to resolve a dispute, the Casabla n ca daily A1 Bayane 
has said. The paper said the deal ended a row which broke out 
early tins year over a contract for 500,000 tonnes of arid which 
India refused to buy. It did not identify the Arab mediator but 
said it had strong ties with New Delhi. An Indian embassy 
spokesman could not confirm that an agreement had been 
finalised but said negotiations had taken place. Exports by the 
state-owned phosphate industry, the mainstay of Morocco’s 
economy, rose 40 per cent last year to $1.3 billion with India 
acc oun ting for $440 milli on of the total. A1 Bayane said sales 
would resume Dec. 1. Economic analysts estimate Morocco lost 
between $400 and $600 million in revenue when the last contract 
was suspended. The loss is expected to push Morocco’s 1989 
current account into deficit after a surplus of $21 million last year. 


Brazilian police arrest Nahas 


SAO PAULO (R) — Financier Naji Nahas, whose financial 
dealing forced Brazil's stock exchanges to dose last June, has 
been arrested after spending nearly four months on the ran, 
police said. Nahas sparked a crisis in B razilian stock exchanges in 
June when be let cheques for the equivalent of $29 million 
bounce. The sca n dal forced authorities to close the stock and 
options markets and led to the resignation of central bank 
president Elmo Camoes, whose son ran a brokerage house 
involved in the affair. The Lebanese-born Nahas, who was 
arrested in Sao PanJo stale after being sought since July, faces 
charges rtf fraud and crimes against the economy. 


Iran to pump gas through USSR 


NICOSIA (R) — The Soviet Union has agreed in principle to let 
Iran pomp natural gas through its territory for sale to Europe, 
Tehran radio reported. The agreement was announced after talks 
between a Soviet team and the Iranian finance ministry. Hie two 
sides would meet before the end of the year to work out volume of 
the gas to be moved and other details, the radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, said. Iran, which cut off natural gas exports to the Soviet 
Union after the 1979 Islamic revolution, has agreed to resume 
exports on April 1. Oil Msnsiter Gholamreza Aqazadeh said 
recently Iran was negotiating with Romania, Bulgaria nad 
Czechoslovakia on gas exports through the Soviet Union. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 
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According to Majali, the conn- . council of ministers approved a 
cal of ministers also approved two comprehensive study on the im- 


Jordan agreed a fiscal and 
monetary programme with the 
International - Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in April and signed a debt 
rescheduling agreement with its 
official creditors in July. 

A rescheduling accord with 
commercial bank creditors 
grouped in the London Qub is 
still under negotiation. 

Furthermore, the council of 
ministers endorsed a derision for 
the merger of the Free Zones 
Corporation and the Jordan In- 
dustrial Estates Corporation 
(JTEC) with a view to boosting 
the operations and the activities 
of both departments in the Geld 
of development and in providing 
the necessary infrastructure for 
the national industry and to boost 
exports. 


loan agreements between the 
Jordanian government and the 
Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development, and the 
Kuwait Fund for Economic De- 
velopment. 

Under the terms of the two 
agreements the two institutions 
will grant Jordan eight million 
Kuwaiti dinars to bolster die pro- 
duction efforts undertaken by the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) and the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC). 

The JEA, Majali explained, 
wfll benefit from the loan to 
finance purchases required to car- 
ry out a power distribution and 
maintenance service while the' 
JPMC will use the loan to purch- 
ase equipment to increase its fer- 
tiliser production and other phos- 
phate mining operations. 

The Jordanian government wfll 
re-1 end the two loans to the JEA 
and the JPMC under the same 
conditions and terms reached 
with the Arab funds. Both com- 
panies will pay back the loans 
over 22.5 years with a five year 
grace period at a 4.5 per cent 
interest rate, Majali added. 

According to the minister of 
culture and information, the 


portation of medicine. He re- 
vealed that a special committee 
will be formed to review medicine 
price rates and that a new set of 
principles will be adopted for 
drug imports. 

The minister said that the com- 
mittee will be instructed to bring 
about a reduction in the price of 
drugs by at Least 4.5 per cent. 

The minister said that the 
council discussed a ministerial 
committee report on unemploy- 
ment in Jordan and set recom- 
mendations which, among other 
things, call for giving priority in 
employment to jobless persons. 

He said that the council has 
decided in principle to set up a 
national aid fund which will in- 
corporate all charitable and social 
welfare funds and will be de- 
signed to finance and support 
productive projects and offer soft 
loans especially to the unem- 
ployed. 

Accenting to the council of 
ministers, efforts will be in- 
creased in the area of finding 
employment for Jordanian work- 
ers through a private sector com- 
pany whidi will be established in 
cooperation with the Social 
Security Corporation. 


PEKING (R) — China’s new 
generation of private entrep- 
reneurs, already threatened by a 
return to more orthodox com- 
munism, are being forced to buy 
government bonds to fund the 
country’s huge budget deficit. 

Restaurant owners, shopkeep- 
ers and stallholders say they are 
angry but powerless to object 
because of their precarious posi- 
tion in China’s changing political 
scene. 

“There’s no escape. Everybody 
has to pay," complained one stal- 
lholder Sunday. 

u m have to cough up next 
week — maybe 1,000 yuan 
($270),” he said, pointing out he 
was already badly hit by the 
slump in tourism which followed 
suppression of the student-led 
democracy movement in June. 

' “I didn’t have any choice," said 
a shopkeeper. “They just said 


workforce, later had to lend its 
own funds back to employees 
after they complained they 
couldn't afford to eat. 

China’s private entrepreneurs 
feel they are being squeezed for 
larger amounts because they have 
no political power to object 

Banned for much of the Maoist 
period until 1976, private busi- 
ness boomed under capitalist- 
style reforms pioneered by senior 
leader* Deng Xiaoping over the 
last decade. 

After reformist party leader 
Zhao Ziyang was ousted by hard- 
liners in June, the political tide 
seemed to turn against the coun- 
try’s 14 million or so private 
businesses whidi were widely ac- 
cused of tax evasion and exploita- 
tion of workers. 

Perhaps reflecting continuing 


is expected to exceed 

* JAA #» L _ A 


billion 


yuan ($9.5 billion) against 34 
billion ($9.2 billion) in 1988. 


billion ($9.2 bflHoo) in 1988. 

Unlike previous issues, the last 
batch of bonds is not tradeable on 
secondary markets because, 
Western economists said, Peking 
is anxious to reduce the enor- 
mous sums of money outside the 
banking system. 

“It's sensible in macroecono- 
mic terms, a good way of funding 
the budget deficit and in the short 
term soaking up excess liquidity," 
one economist said. 

“But it’s compulsory. It’s 
perhaps the best you can expect 
from this system. It's an open 


ably the highest number «$>■.•■** 
work since the early 1950s. - ; 

Song did not give overall 
gores and China’s official $ta/ ' 
tics are vague. Newspapers ea* ■ - 
this year spoke of about 20 to \- 
milli on urban jobless. - ~ - 

In addition. Song pointed a - 
state enterprises had about -- 
milli on “surplus workers” — -e-v* ' 
ployed staff who turn up at th : * 
posts but have nothing to dc 
. In the countryside, refer 
over the last decade have boos) ;; 
productivity but left 80 nriffi. ■ . 


surplus farmers looking for wa 
said Song. 1 : 


question whether they will pay 
foe money back. They will have 


‘pay up’. Two hundred yuan 
($55). I’m lucky tro make that in 
one month now." 

The bonds mature after three 
years and bear an interest rate 
linked to inflation which was 
calculated by authorities to be a 
year-on-year 13 per cent in 
September. 

Workers across China in the 
state sector are also finding their 
wages docked, sometimes with 
little explanation. A standard 
sum seems to be about 100 yuan 
($27), or op to a half a month’s 


debate among the leadership, the 
official media blows hot and cold 


worker said his unit, 


official media blows hot ana cold 
on the “getihu” or “individual 
households" as they are known in 
China. 

“They have to buy the bonds. 
To refuse would be suicidal. You 
would be denounced as a 
bourgeois liberal and unpatrio- 
tic,” a Western diplomat com- 
mented. 

The government started issuing 
domestic bonds in the early 1980s 
and the quantity has risen steadi- 
ly. This year Peking will raise an 
estimated 22.5 billion yuan ($6.1 
billion), more than double the 
original plan, the diplomat said. 


Economists back far-reaching 
rescue plan for Soviet Union 


to judge the mood of the peo- 
ple,” he added. 

The official, Economic Daily 
recently reported the bonds had 
met unexpected success with 
crowds rushing to buy them. 

People were motivated by 
“their high degree of patriotic 
spirit” and the fact that the bonds 
were index-linked. To meet de- 
mand, the authorities would soon 
print 5,000 yuan ($1,350) bonds, 
the newspaper added. 

One rivil servant said some 
people, perhaps worried about 
their position after last May’s 
mass protests, were buying more 
than their allocation to show poli- 
tical loyalty. 

“It looks good if you volunteer 
to bay more," he said. 

Meanwhile, China’s unemploy- 
ment rate is set to doable tins 
year, a senior economist warned, 
presenting a new challenge, to a 
government struggling to reduce 
inflation through unpopular au- 
sterity. -« . 


MOSCOW (R) — Senior Soviet 
economists appear set to posh 
through a wide-ranging program- 
me to revitalise the co untr y’s 
moribund economy, inchufing 
ownership of private property 
and the introduction of a free- 
market system. 

The so-called “radical-moder- 
ate” programme is not as strong 
as that proposed by extreme 
radicals bat leans more towards 
far-reaching reform than tinker- 
ing with existing structures. 

Us main amts are to encourage 
private en te r pri se by removing 
state controls, favouring private 
prop er ty ownership, breaking op 
state monopolies on industry and 
removing most restrictions on 
foreign trade. 

An article carried by the offi- 
cial TASS news agency said the 
programme looked likely to win 
the day when senior advisers and 
economists meet in Moscow in a 
week’s time for an unprecedented 
three-day conerence on the coun- 
try’s financial state. 

Industrial production has 
slumped since July, strikes are on 
die increase and the country is ou 
its way to recording its first nega- 
tive trade balance since 1976. 
Leaders from President Mikhail 
Gorbachev do w n w ard s admit the 


country is in the midst of a major 
economic crisis. 

The TASS article said those 
attending the meeting, which 
starts Nov. 13, could be catego- 
rised as conservatives, radicals 
and radical-moderates. 

The article’s author, S. Tura- 
nov, briefly sketched foe ideas of 
the first two camps before coining 
down firmly in favour of the 
radical-moderates, whose prog- 
ramme he described as a “reason- 
able combination” of the first 
two. 

- Their programme — which was 
recently published by the weekly 
Ekononricbeskaya Gazeta — is 
widely believed to have been 
written by Deputy Prime Minister 
Leonid Abalkin, who win chair 
the three-day meeting. 

Abalkin, in charge of a state 
commission into economic re- 
form, is becoming an increasingly 
influential adviser and was 
brought into the government over 
the summer to oversee efforts to 
put the economy back on it feet. 

Turanov said of the radical- 
moderate programme: “This 
choice is the most preferable — 
that is the conclusion of the scien- 
tists and economists who were 
invited to study the materials 
which wfll be discussed at the 
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meeting." 

The radical-moderates want to 
cut state price controls gradually 
while setting up a system erf social 
security to ensure people are not 
harmed by tile change to a more 
free-marfcet system, one of whose 
side-effects would be increased 
inflation. 

“(Their measures) would give a 
powerful impulse for the creation 
of a consumer market while 
creating the means to regulate the 
process,” Turanov wrote. 

The programme will have a 
strong influence on the shape of 
the next five-year economic plan 
— starting in 1991 — which 
Kremlin advisers say is vita] for 
the future of Gorbachevs peres- 
troika programme of reforms. 

Turanov’s article was highly 
unusual in that it gave an objec- 
tive summary of the two lesser- 
favoured camps, a sign the gov- 
ernment does not want to close 
off any avenue which could help 
the economy. 

The conservatives favour gra- 
dual changes which would try to 
avoid conflicts and harmful side- 
effects and would not harm what 
Turanov called weak and ineffi- 
cient enterprises. 

The radicals want to break up 
the centrally-controlled planned 
economy in a series of short, 
sharp shocks, cutting government 
investment and subsidies in an 
attempt to introduce a free-mar- 
ket system as quickly as possible. 

A senior Soviet trade official 
said Saturday the Soviet Union 
aims to freeze raw material ex- 
ports at 1985 levels and double 
exports of manufactured or pro- 


cessed goods by the year 2000. 

“By the turn of the century half 
of Soviet exports must be proces- 
sed goods... the current level is 
between 25 and 30 per cent,” 
Ivan Ivanov, deputy head of the 
Soviet Foreign Economic Com- 
mission, told a news conference. 

“Our long-term aim is to cut 
exports of raw materials. We 
would like to freeze raw material 
exports at 1985 levels, but this 
depends on bow successful ex- 
ports of Soviet products are," he 
said. 

Xvano was speaking at the end 
of a two-day conference on how 
to improve the performance of 
Soviet exports, stagnating like the 
rest of the country’s economy. 

Soviet economists say the 
country has to boost exports of 
m a n ufactured or processed goods 
to make up for the rising extrac- 
tion costs of the country's im- 
mense material reserves and fall- 
ing prices on world markets. 

Last year, the Soviet Union — 
the world’s largest supplier of 
crude oil — exported 205,200 
tonnes of crude oil and related , 


“The sword of Damocles hang-. 
, mg over the capitalist society is 
now hanging over the heads of 
the workers of new China," Song 
Xiaowu said, quoted by the Chi- 
na Daily. 

China’s jobless rate would 


probably reach four per cent by 
the end of this year, double the 


the end of this year, double the 
number out of work last Febru- 
ary, Song, labour director of the 
China Enterprise Management 
Association, told a business con- 
ference. 

Four per omit is low compared 
with most Western countries but 
in China with a population of i.l 
billion it represents many millions 


said Song. 

“The unemployment probfcV.'- 
has come to the forefront of c .. 
whole society. How to coned 
identity and effectively solve l 
problem poses a new challengc^-^7 
the theory and practice of Chny'"',, ^ 
economic development -ai ijv' 
structural reforms,” he said. 

A major cause of the big jur^-.: :: V 
in jobless, Song said, was the gt.,v : 
eminent austerity programi- 
Iauncfaed 13 months ago to cc 
an overheated economy and c 
inflation. 

Premier U Peng, a hardlm 
and driving force behind the a S' 
sterity programme, says tl»* : 
medicine will last at least thr ‘ 
years. 

Inflation has fallen fro; 1 - r ',.; 
around 20 per cent at the end ■ V 
1988 to a current annual rate ■ 
about 13 per cent, according i 
official figures. * • • : 

Cuts in government inves. 
ment, abandonment of many cm > ; ; ' - 
struction projects and a slump] - 
tourism have meant millions <n ■ ' . 
of work. 

Peking and other major ritk 
were flooded last March by hni - ; c 
dreds of thousands of unco 1 j* 1 
ployed peasants seeking work a ' ^ 
ter Chinese new year celebn| ^ 
tions. . 

Police sent many back to the. _ - - 
home provinces. r r ” 

Peking’s city authoritier . - : 
announced new regulations, tit^c-' * 
week to try to keep the joWer-" 1 ‘ 
rate below one per cent, the Ne— ■’ - 
China News Agency reported- ' - 

Tins means good news for prj 
vate entrepreneurs in the fooc z ' ~\ 
garment and service sectors w h~ 
will have taxes cut but bad new 
for 200,000 ro 250,000 worker-—- 

already in the capital who.wfl b~ 

•sent back tor their home: ’ 

Vinces. - 


British electricity sell off 
likely to axe 30,000 jobs: 


products, worth 19.7 billion rou- 
bles ($31.5 trillion). 


bles ($31.5 billion). 

In 1987 it exported less and 
earned more, while the figure for 
1985 was 28 billion roubles ($45 
billion), although no details of 
the amount exported are avail- ! 
able. The country is also a major 
exporter of iron ore and other 
minerals. 

Vsevolod Volkov, head of the 
foreign ministry’s research insti- 
tute, said the country would not 
make any drastic changes in raw 
material supplies. 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s plans to sell 
off Britain's state-owned electric- 
ity industry wfll lead to the loss of 
some 30,000 jobs, coalmine clo- 
sures and price rises, an author- 
itative energy magazine has said. 

The magazine Power ,in. 
Europe said a secret government 
memorandum in. its possession 
showed that electricity prices 
would rise by a quarter and that 
one- third of the country’s deep 
coal mines would dose. 

If genuine, the memorandum 
cookl seriously undermine priva- 
tisation plans that are already 
under heavy fire and, according 
to most opinion polls, costing 
Thatcher support. But the Depart- 
ment of Energy would not con- 
firm its authenticity. 

Opposition Labour Party ener- 
gy spokesman Tony Blair de- 


nounced the planned privatise 
tion, which would follow sefl-offc, 1 
of the gas and water industries T~ 
and the telecommunications^ T - 
system. - .. . 

“It is a truly staggering litany ol ' < 
costs, charges andpenahtiesto be^ 
levelled on consumers and tax-^ 
payers,” he said of the leaked- 
document. “In a rational world,* n -- 
this should signify the death rank’ 
of this deeply unpopular sale."^ 

The sale of state-owned indus-^ 
tries, encouraging the general^, y- 
population to buy shates, base 5 * _ 
been a cornerstone of Thatcher's* j 
economic philosophy. But>c>. 
Labour has attacked it . as an , 
expensive waste of national;^ ■ 
assets. _ .: ■ 

Beside the electricity industry, ) 
the railways are expected to be I. " 1 
privatised over the next four Sr 
years. • * ■ 


HE*. CHUOC.W UAf5 THIS ABOUT 
W QM1TT1N6 SCHOOL 50 VOU 
CAM PEV0TE T0URUFE TO MAKING 
'TOUR 006 HAPPY? 


“You know how you always said the 
bottom of my feet feel like 
rhino skin? It’s getting worse!” 






Italian lira (Cor 100 ) 
Belgian franc (Cor 10) 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ondlnaiy words. 



veah, 

WELL, SHE'S 
WEIRD, 
CHUCK., j 




VOUVEGOTTWE 1 
WRONG BLOKE-, BAL. 
NOLI IRE A SfiS^NGER 
-i TO ME/ 1 DON'T 
> KNOW YOU 
( FRQMADWM— 1 



< M5H >M» 

5n>LC»H0fc f.TWi*T<iak no 




I'WONW UKE 
>* THAT WfTW 
/MY* FPU ENDS 1 


fM REAPING 
THE EDITORIALS 
■, IN THIS 
{ NEWSPAPER 


Now arrange the circled letters jo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prin t answer here; 


Yesterday's 


(Answera tomorrow) 

Jumbtes: COVEY MANGE KIDNAP VIRTUE 

Answer He married her for her looks, but not this— 
THE KIND SHE OFTEN GAVE HIM 



EDITORIALS? 

you DONT 
UNDERSTAND 
HOW Tb READ 
EDITORIALS/ 


j I VO 
r TOO! 

I READ 
BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES/ 


WHAT DO you 
KNOW ABOUT 
READING 
BETva/EeN 
the LINES? 
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wheelchair marathon 


£^A, Japan (AP) — Moostapha 
gatgtkrf France was the fastest to 
^eed-Tus wheelchair the full 
42.195 kilometres (26.36 miles) in 
the 'Oitafatemafronal wheelchair 
maratibon Sunday, edging com- 
jjatriot Philippe Couprie by .03 


V Tbe 24-year-oid Badid, racing 
fbrtbe first tone in Japan, started 
froim -the front of the Oita pre- 
fecture! office and sped throng 
the streets of Oita, in southern 
Japan. He crossed the finish line 
at the Oita municipal track and 
ifcdd in one hour, 40 minutes 45 
seconds* 

- Fellow countryman Couprie, 
27, came in after one hour, 40 
minutes 48 seconds. 

Third finisher was Bosse Lind- 
kvist of Sweden in 1:43.19, fol- 
lowed by compatriot Lars Lof- 
strom, who was clocked at 
1:43-19. 


Japan’s Yukifumi Yamamoto 
came in fifth in 1:43.21, followed 
by Austrian George Schrat- 
tenecker who was timed at 
1:43.50. 

Janette Jansen of the Nether- 
lands won the women’s nill- 
maratbon in 1:48.45, followed by 
American Mary Thompson in 
2:29.07. 

Raja Singh of Singapore cap- 
fisred the half- marathon, cover- 
ing the 21.0975 kilometres in 52 
minutes, 58 seconds, far ahead of 
compatriot See Chong Tang who 
was docked at 54.07. 

The top, two finishers in the 
half-marathon improved the meet 
record, breaking the previous 
time of 55:22 set by Mexico’s 
Manuel Casas in 1988. 

Mexico’s Cornelio Ordaz 
Nunez was third at 56.03, follow- 
ing by South Korea’s Yu Hee- 
Sang at 56.05, 


ORO 
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WHO NEEDS ACES? 


. North -South vulnerable, 
deals.. . 

. _L .".NORTH 

4 K 8 2 
7 AKQ76 
0 Q9 
* K94 

WEST EAST 


WEST 
* AS 3 
<7 J 8542 

o j toss 

« i» 


♦ Q96 
12 9 10 9 3 

5 0 A ( 4 3 

+ 86 3 
SOUTH 

* j te 7 4 

<7 Void 

0 K 7 2 

* A Q J 7 S 2 


The bidding: 
East South 

West 

North 

Pass 1 * 

Pass 

2 ? 

Pass 3 4 

Pass 

3 9 

Pass 4 * 

Pass 

S 4 

Pass 6 ♦ 
Pass 

Pass 

Pan 


Opening lead: Ten of + 

It is surprising how often you can 
make a slam off two cashing aces 
when cadt defender holds one of 
them. .The reason is that neither de- 
fender imagines the declaring side is 
immit enough to- get to dam mitring 
two aces, so neither credits partner 
with an ace and defends according- 
ly. This hand is from the 1988 


World Team Championship. 

When North supported dubs af- 
ter spades had been raised, South 
presumed his partner bad made an 
advance cue-bid in spades rather 
than shown a second suit, so he did 
not imagine he was off two aces. 
The final contract could hardly be 
described as elegant. 

Declarer made a good shot when 
he won the trump opening lead in 
dummy and led a diamond toward 
his king. From East’s point of view, 
rising with the ace could give declar- 
er an extra trick in diamonds, so he 
followed low. When the king held, 
declarer was able to place West with 
the ace of spades, since East would 
surely not have ducked if he held 
both aces! 

Declarer now led the jack of 
spades from hand. Not surprisingly. 
West thought declarer might be fi- 
nessing, so he played low. Declarer 
flew up with the king, then discard- 
ed his three remaining spades on the 
table’s top hearts. The rest was easy. 

Declarer exited with the queen of 
diamonds. East took his ace and 
shifted to a trump, but it was too 
late. Declarer won, ruffed his re- 
maining diamond on the board and 
claimed 12 tricks. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Three moon squares in the early 
A.M. make this a day when you 
can serve yourself best by studying 
bow effective you arc being in 
doing daily chores and duties and 
ways of having a better campaign 
of action. 

A RIES : (March 21 to April 19) 
Accept all kinds of interesting 
friends into your social group. 
Brighten your home with new fur- 
nishings and flowers. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Avoid the temptation to lend 
money to a friend. A businessman 
will bring you a new proposition 
that has great potential. 

GEMINI: (May 22 to June 21) 
Accept the chance to considerably 
more of your good friends. Don't 
be so stubborn with members of 
your family now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Friendly discussions with 
another person will add to your 
assets. You need more expert data 
for your business. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Bright 
and brilliant friends can bolster 
your spirits today. Invite friends 
you are sure you can handle into 
your home. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) An influential couple should 
now become your friends. Investi- 
gate carefully men who come with 
a business proposition. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Be polite to a new couple that 
conies into your home. Accept 


business ideas different from those 
you have used. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21 1 Gel plans for better busi- 
ness relations from those under 
your roof. A younger person will 
help you with money matters. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Keep conditions 
happy and lively at your home. 
Ask advise of those older or more 
experienced than you arc. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You would be wise to 
entertain friends at borne. Don't 
fight with a friend over the per- 
formance of bis duties. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Don't let outspoken friends 
hurt your feelings. Arguments at 
home should not be pe ratified to 
occur or tension arises. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You need to curb your tenden- 
cy to be extravagant. Spending 
more time at home enhances har- 
mony there. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
horn today he or she will be a 
happy and lucky individual who 
has a special gift for getting ideas 
across to others in a most direct 
way without offending or upsetting 
them. Business activities start at an 
early age and keeping them in 
school will be impossible unless the 
courses are definitely work related. 

"The stars impel, they do nor 
compel. ” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


Becker beats McEnroe to reach 
Paris final with Edberg 


PARIS (R) — Boris Becker over- 
came an irascible John McEnroe 
in almost three hours of breath- 
taking tennis Saturday to reach 
the final of the SI. 26-million Paris 
Open where he meets Stefan 
Edberg of Sweden. 

Becker, the West German top 
seed, beat McEnroe 7-6, 3-6, 6-3 
in a match which had several 
outbursts from the American, a 
penalty point and some of the 
finest tennis you could ever hope 
to see. 

Second seed Edberg dispatch- 
ed tenacious Aroerian Aaron 
Kiickstein 6-4, 4-6, 6-2 to line up 
a final with his arch-rival Becker. 

The two met in this year’s 
Wimbledon final, won by the 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

in Shmeisani. Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call Wael Real 
Estate 

Tel: 685342, 661787 


West German, and in Paris in the 
French Open semifinal, when the 
Swede emerged victorious. 

Becker, just back on the grand 
prix circuit after almost two 
months out with knee injuries, 
announces that he was back in 
business on Friday after a second 
nerve-wracking victory in a third 
set tiebreak over a player ranked 
much lower. 

He proved the point against a 
McEnroe at his brilliant best. 
Becker had to be at the top of his 
game to win. and he was. 

He showed nerves of steel in' 
refusing to be upset by McEn- 
roe’s tantrums, which included a 
complaint that Becker was dis- 
turbing him by coughing before 
he served. 


“I’m disappointed I lost be- 
cause I felt I could win this 
match,” McEnroe said. “But it's 
exciting to be part of a match like 
that.” 

But McEnroe criticised Becker 
over the coughing. “I don*t say 
he’s doing it on purpose but it's 
become part of his game. There's 
no place for it in a match. 1 just 
hope he goes to a doctor to rectify 
the problem.” 

A happy Becker was content to 
dismiss McEnroe’s behaviour 
lightly. “He’s been like that for 
10 years,” he said. “He’s better 
than he was but not the way be 


should be. 

”1 have difficulty understand- 
ing what he’s doing on court and 
why he’s doing it. But it’s part of 
John McEnroe. If you asked him 
to be completely quiet, he prob- 
ably wouldn't play that sort of 
tennis. 

“Every time we play we have 
close matches. I know I have to 
play great to beat him and he 
knows the same thing.” 

McEnroe complained several 
times about line rails, mimirkgri 
Becker’s cough and accused that 
West German of playing too 
slowly. 



Special care, competitive prices- 
and quick service 
three items you need in changing 
your home or office 

call us: 896-676 
GOLDEN EAGLE CO 


TO ALL ENGLISH BOOKS READERS 

ENGLISH BOOKS SALE AT 
50% DISCOUNT 

IN INTERBOOK BOOKS SELLER 
JABAL AMMAN, 2ND CIRCLE 
AL BUHTRl STREET. NEAR FRENCH LOAF. 
CHILDREN BOOKS, ISLAMIC BOOKS, 
MIDDLE EAST BOOKS, BEST SELl"R. 

PAPER BACK. ART BOOKS. 

DAILY WORKING HOURS 
9-2 P.M., 3:30-8 PM. 

7 DAYS A WEEK. 


shoes 

REGENT 
V ULTIMA 



A five-level English conversational 
course designed for speakers of the 
Arabic language 

LEARN TO CONDUCT 
BUSINESS IN 
“AMERICAN” ENGLISH 

• STUDY AT HOME 

IN YOUR SPARE TIME 

Increase your En^liMi bustnru vocabulary. 
Understand (he inside of American 

business. Use ci&scnes to commuiucaM *itb 
our faculiy 

• EASY STEP-BY-STEP 
INSTRUCTION 

Complete vi of audio tapes included-' 

Just complete Hus coupon or FAX us al 
(305) 429-1531 lor more information 


I American Cana Tronic Corpora tan, 
likmual Divbnb 
I 4MQ No* Fcdnl Hi(|wajr 
' ponpmo Bract. Roods 3J0M USA 


A STUDIO FOR RENT IN 

ABDOUN AREA 

A furnished studio for rent, master bedroom & a sitting room 
including dining room, a fully equipped kitchen. 

For more Information please call: from 4-6 p.m. 666148, 
666171, 668170, 666179, 666176 


FURNISHED FLOOR FOR RENT 

Deluxe and complete furniture. Three bedrooms, two large 
reception and dining rooms. 

In the best residential area: Jab at Amman, near Amoun Hotel. 
Also two apartments 

Tel: 777112 8 iun. - 2 p-in., 674028 after 2 p.m. 


FURNISHED VILLA REQUIRED FOR 
BRITISH COUPLE 

Three bedrooms, living room, dining room and two 
bathrooms. Must be recently built and newly furnished. 

Contact S. Maori, P. O. Box 925110, Amman - 
Jordan 


THE Daily Crossword w; 



ACROSS 
1 Anhui crowd 
5JJk« two jam 
In — • - 
9 Shew 
13 Diva’s sang 


' IT .Occurring, by .. 

‘ - dance . 

19 Receipts 

20 Suspicious ‘ 

21 Fabric 
23 Thne hnt past 
27 Chart 

30 Rosa or Rigg 
'31' Construction 
piece 

35 Pindarics _ 

SI Rhymed work 
38 Esteem. 

30 Tima out 
41 Half score 
'42 TX- mission - 
43 — de-camp 

46 Grow together 

47 Vtadtmfr Ilyich cion tawm mm Smvjom. me 

Ulyanov ab R'Btiu RbmthxI 

48 Practical joke 

50 John — 9 One way tc 

Passes ride 

51 Certain bulkier 10 BoeMve state 
54 Heat measure 11 Pro — 

.57. leaner 12 Basie. abbr. 

01 Spoken 15 Went 

eZLocaf official effortlessly 

66 Hofy Roman 18 Used a rinse 

emperor 22 Artless 

07 Escape 24 Has a drink 

08 Mimics 25 Chin, “way- 

68 E nth u sia stic 26 Comp, pt 

TO Getz or - 27 Right 

Kenton - 28 An Astaire 


DOWN 

1 CcB out 

2 8m eagle 

3 PBef base 
4- Creamery’s 

cousin 
5 “Cakes 
and — " 

"6 Criticize 

7 Choose 

8 FrnnBy tree 



Kan Zaman A Place in Time 



Village Market 
Traditional Crafts 
Cafe 
Restaurant 
Children center 


every Monday night 

Hash - Nash Bar-B-Q Special 

ALL YOU CAN EAT 

for Only J.D. 6(pfu5JP%gcremmenfB<l 

includes salads, 
assorted Bar-B-Q meat, 
dessert and coffee. 
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9,000 East Germans reach West 

Thousands more expected to follow 


JORDAN TIMES, ^ 


MARKTREDWITZ, West Germany (R) — East 
Germans flooded into West Germany in record 
numbers Sunday, causing long traffic jams at the 
Czechoslovak border and prompting a frantic search 
for emergency boosing. 


A long queue of cars built up at 
the Czechoslovak- West German 
frontier in the chilly morning 
hours as East Germans con- 
verged on the sleepy border cros- 
sing at Schirnding, just east of 
'Marfctredwitz in Bavaria. 

Border police counted about 

9.000 new arrivals in the 24 hours 
up to 4 a.m. and expected about 

3.000 more to come in special 
trains Sunday. 

Police said the mass exodus, 
the biggest of four refugee waves 
since early September, had 
already filled all 6,500 beds pre- 
pared in emergency centres. ‘‘For 
tise past few boms, we’ve been 
doing nothing but look for more 
space,” a spokesman said. 

The federal border guards and 
the army had already put aside 
another 2,000 beds and army 
barracks around the country were 
being checked for further capac- 


ity, he added. 

It was not dear bow many East 
Germans would bop into their 
cars and drive across Czechoslo- 
vakia once they realised- they 
could now legally cross there into 
West Germany. 

Torsten Steib, 21, a passenger 
on one of the West German 
“freedom trains” from Prague, 
said: ‘‘When people in East Ger- 
many hear foe border is open, 
even more will come here. 

A woman from Dresden who 
had travelled to Prague to regis- 
ter at Bonn's embassy — a step 
no longer necessary — expressed 
a commonly found scepticism ab- 
out East Berlin’s sudden liber- 
alism. 

“I beard (that the border was 
open), but I couldn't imagine that 
it was true,” she said. 

East Germans began crossing 
into West Germany Saturday fay 


train, bus and car after Chechos- 
lovakia, the only country for 
which East Germans require no 
visa, lifted its border controls by 
agreement with East Berlin. 

Most had come via West Ger- 
man's embassy in Prague, which 
they had filled to overflowing in a 
bid to go to the West A further 
596 East Germans arrived over 
foe past 24 hours from Hungary, 
the first country to open its bor- 
ders for them. 

Because they still need visas to 
enter Hungary, that route is now 
less attractive to would-be emig- 
rants than the road through hard- 
fine Czechoslovakia. 


thing good to say about their 
country’s new leader, Egon 
Krenz, whose promises of re- 


forms after replacing hardline 
leader Erich Honecker last 


Steib and bis fiancee Manja 
Kamzol, 18, had travelled from 
East Berlin to Prague by train 
Friday night, expecting to join 
other refugees in the West Ger- 
man embassy. The next day they 
were on their way. 

“We want to five a good fife 
now white we are young,” Kam- 
zol said. “Regardless of what 
happens with foe refo r m s we are 
not going back now. We are 
sta y ing here.” 

Few East Germans had any- 


leader Erich Honecker last 
month have failed to stop the 
mag flight. 

‘This exodus wffl continue as 
long as Krenz is in power,” said 
Waiter Kolbow, a young father 
from near Magdeburg, at Marfc- 
tredwitz Station. “You can read 
(about reform) in the papers now 
but it’s just talk and very little will 
come of it.” 

■ About 200 of the town's 18.000 

inhabitan ts ware at MaA tr ed wi tz 
Station to greet foe arrivals, who 
automatically receive West Ger- 
man citizenship. 

Red Cross workers banded out 
box lunches and baby food during 
an hour-long stop before foe 
trains continued to reception cen- 
tres throughout West Germany. 

More than 173,000 East Ger- 
mans have fled to West Germany 
this year, including 100,000 legal 
immigrants. Most of the others 
came through Hungary or via 
West German embassies in Pra- 
gue and Warsaw. 



East Germans arrive in Prague Wednesday after travel restrictions were IHted. 


At least 45 Tamil rebels killed 
in fierce Sri Lankan clashes 


Lithuanians not likely to vote 
immediately to leave S. Union 


MQ5COW (R) — Lithuanians 

vote ttTteave foe Soviet Lfmon, 
but a leading local activist says 
any such referendum should be 
saved for an emogeuy. 

“We now have this right of 
referendum, but it is tike an 
atomic bomb. Yon don’t use it 
daily, you save it for a real 
nece ssi ty.” Algis Cekuohs, a 
leading member of the powe rfu l 
Lfthnnman grass roots movement 
Sajmfis told Realms. 

“It you take such a step you 
most be convinced that you are 
going to win ... Ho such vote 
would succeed if Sajufos blocked 
it, and today we would certainly 
block ft.” 

The referendmn law, passed by 
parliament Friday along with a 
law establishing Lithuanian 
citizenship, c onfirms Lithuania's 
position at the forefront of a drive 


by the three Baltic republics for 
more independence from 
Moscow. 

However, it also looks likely to 
step up pressure for passage of 
similar measures in neighbouring 
Estonia and Latvia, adding to 
alarm in the Kremlin at a wave of 
nationalism and separatism 
sweeping foe region. 


Largely under pressure from 
Sa indg , which commands foe 
overwhelming support of Lithua- 
niaigt the local parliament has 
pushed plans for economic auton- 
omy and declared foe republic’s 
occupation by the Red Army in 


Mother held after threatening son 


HOUSTON, Texas (AP) — A 15-monfo-okl boy held at 
knifepoint, by his mother was rescued when police distracted the 
woman with a small explosion, smashed the windows of her car 
said grabbed foe dnfaL Tracy Diane Levis, 24, was jailed Saturday 
on $300,000 bond on two charges of aggravated assault and one 
chaigp <rf injury to a child, police SgL A.D. Moore said. She was 
taken into custody 13 hours after she locked betself in the car with 
her son, Brandon Duke, on a street in Homton. Urn boy suffered 
a minor laceration on his back and some dehydration but was in 
good condition at Ben Tanb Hospital, Moore said. Mb. Levis has 
a histo r y of psyc hia tric problems and once made a public suicide 
attempt, police said. She was in a psychiatric bolding cell and 
wifl undergo testing, Sgt. Michael McGinty said. 


Cocaine hoard found in New York 


NEW YORK (R) — U.S. Drug and Customs Agents have seized 


up to 5,000 kflogrammes of cocaine from a waterfront warehouse 
in New York City in what may be the second largest haul of 
cocaine in U.S. history. Hie agents, aided by machine-gun 
wielding police, raided the warehouse Friday night, officials said. 
Mary Cooper, a spokeswoman for foe Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) said foe haul, estimated at up to 5,000 
kflogrammes, could have a street value as high as $880 uriQion. 
Officials had initially estimated the haul could net up to 8,000 
kflogrammes. The 16-kflogramme bricks were stashed in 260 
10-gallon (40-litre) drums under 15-centimetre layers of a highly 
caustic powder, sodium hydroxide. 


Intense quake recorded off Japan 


TOKYO (AP) — An intense earthquake off the Pacific coast of 
northeastern Japan was recorded Sunday morning, the Central 
Meteorological Agency said. An agency official said the earth- 
quake, measuring 6.0 on foe Richter Scale, occurred at 5:12 a.m. 


(2012 GMT). The quake was centred at 150 kilometres off foe 
coast of Sanriku in Iwate prefecture, about 550 kilometres (341 


miles) north east of Tokyo. Police said there were no immediate 
reports of casualties or damage. No tidal waves or tsunami were 
generated, foe meteorological agency official said. The earth- 
quake occurred in the same general area as a series of earlier 
tremors durum the past several weeks. The largest of these was a 
quake Thursday which registered 7 J on the Richter Scale. 


Bush to keep Quayle as running mate 


DALLAS (AP) — President George Bush said he intends to keep 
Vice President Dan Quayle on foe ticket in 1922 because Quayle 
is doing an o utstanding job and because “his heart is in it.” Bush’s 
endorsement of foe vice president marked his first explicit 
statement that he would retain Quayle if he seeks re-election. 
Quayle’s press secretary, David Beckwith, said Saturday that the 
vice president would have no comment on Bush’s remarks. “He's 
doing a very good job, an outstanding job,” Bush said in an 
interview with foe Dallas Morning News, adding that Quayle is 
“doing exactly what 1 want him to do and doing it because his 
heart is in it.” 


Strike grips Bangladesh 


DHAKA (R) — Transport services were disrupted and many 
businesses dosed in Bangladesh Sunday following a general strike 
call by the opposition in a campaign to oust President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad. Hours before the strike took hold, three 
students were wounded in shooting around midnight between 
pro-and anti-government factions in Dhaka University, officials 
said. Armed police patrolled main cities as foe dawn-to-dusk 
stoppage gripped foe country despite a government plea to ignore 
foe strike and work normally. An opposition seven-party alliance 
called the strike to renew a campaign to oust Ershad and demand 
fresh elections under a neutral, caretaker government. The move 
follows a similar, abortive campaign in 1987. 


1940 as illegal. 

In what is likely to strain rela- 
tions with the Kremlin further, 
the reform-minded Lithuanian 
Communist Party is expected to 
vote for separation of the local 
party from foe Soviet Commumst 
P arty at a special con gress on 
Dec. 19. 


U.N. seeks 
meeting of 
Nicaraguan 
rivals 


Under its provisions, a referen- 
dum can be caDed on any issue at 
the request of half the members 
of the republic's parliament, or if 
supported by signatures from 
300,000 people — around one- 
tenfo of the population. 


Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, dearly worried at the 
t hre at to foe unity of foe Soviet 
Communist Party, appealed to 
popular local party leader Algir- 
das Brazauskas to pat off the 
congress until next year. His re- 
quest was tinned down. 

With the local party under Bra- 
zauskas increasingly embracing 
demands for full autonomy within 
the Soviet Union, Cekuolis said 
Sajudis (fid not see any reason to 
rock the boat with a referendum 
on frill independence. 


Aquino 

meets 


Filipinos 
in Canada 


VANCOUVER, British Col- 
umbia (AP) — Ptritippme Presi- 
dent Cozazon Aquino received a 
hero’s welcome from the local 
Filipino community and mged 
Canadian business people to in- 
vest is her homeland. 

On Saturday, the first day of 
her state visit to Canada, Mrs. 
Aquino basked in applause from 
about 1,200 members of the Van- 
couver Filipino Community, 
which numbers more than 20,000. 

“Yon are not just a head of 
state, you are not just the presi- 
dent of die Phflippmes, you are 
our Cory,” said Arturo Alafriz, a 
Vancouver lawyer who helped 
stage foe reception. 

Mrs. Aquino was on a four-day 
not to C anada, the first ever by a 
Phippme president. Joined by a 
trade ana government delega- 
tion, she travels to Toronto Sun- 
day before meeting Prime Minis- 
ter Brian Mnlroney in Ottawa 
Monday to sign several bilateral 
agre em ents. 

About 30 demonstrators pro- 
testing foe Philippine military’s 
human rights record met Mrs. 
Aquino as she arrived at foe 
Vancouver trade and co nventi on 
centre to address business lead- 
ers, then appear at a cold-out 
reception organised by local Fili- 
pinos. ' 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — Tbe 
U.N. secretary general has said 
foe differences between the 
Nicaraguan government and the 
! contra rebels are so great that a 
meeting between both sides 
should not be delayed, diplomats 
have said. 

Tbe United Nations confirmed 
that a meeting between tbe Sau- 
di nista government and foe U.S.- 
backed rebels was called off for 
Monday but said it was seeking a 
session at a later date, a spokes- 
man said. 

According to diplomats, Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, briefing the 
Security Council late Friday, also 
said that if the United Nations 
bad had its proposed peacekeep- 
ing operation in place in Central 
America, foe situation in Nicar- 
agua might not have deteriorated 
so quickly. 

The secretary general has 
asked foe council to approve a 
625-person task force to control 
cross-border movements of arms, 
such as clandestine assistance to 
the contras inside Nicaragua and 
to guerrillas fighting the govern- 
ment of El Salvador. 

Tbe contras and the Sandinista 
government had been invited to 
meet at U.N. headquarters by foe 
International Commission for 
Verification and Support, set up 
to help disband tbe contras under 
a Central American peace plan. 

Tbe Nicaraguan government 
had requested the meeting, 
apparently pressing ahead with a 
dual strategy of trying to smash 
tbe contras in the field while 
pursuing peace talks. 


COLOMBO (R) — At least 45 
Tamil rebels were killed in fierce 
fighting Sunday between rival 
groups in eastern Sri Lanka, 
security sources said. 

Sri i-anltan troops were prepar- 
ing to move into Akkaraipattu 
town where fighting erupted after 
foe dominant Li berati on Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) attacked 
foe camps of its rivals. 

Initial reports said 39 men of 
foe Eelam People's Revolution- 
ary Liberation Front (EPRLF) 
and its allies, the Civilian Volun- 
teer Force, were killed by the 
Tigers who lost six dead. Three 
civilians were also killed. 

Residents said about 50 men 
were abducted by tbe Tigers, who 
captured weapons and one camp 
at Tambattai village but fled into 
the jungle after EPRLF rein- 
forcements arrived. 

It was the first time rebel 
groups had fought each other 


since Indian troops withdrew 
from the area on Oct. 24. Tbe 
Indians were preparing to pull 
out from adjoining Batticaloa dis- 
trict Monday. 

New Delhi has said it will try to 
call back by end-Decetnber the 
remaining 35,000 troops it sent to 
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foe island in July 1987 to put 
down a Tamil separatist rebel- 
lion. 


Readents have often expressed 
fears of a bloodbath between die 
Tigers and the EPRLF and its 
allies after die Indians go. 

“There is firing and shooting. 
Shops have dosed and streets are 
deserted. The area is tense,” an 
Akkaraipattu resident said by 
telephone. 

Tbe attack occurred a day after 
Vartharaja PerumaJ, chief minis- 
ter of Sri Lanka’s north east 
council, told reporters that the 
Tigers were planning to fight 
their rivals. 


"The LTTE is preparing for 
war," said Perumal whose 
EPRLF guerilla group controls 
foe Indian-backed council. 

Residents said PerumaJ had 
asked tbe central government to 
send troops to quell the Tigers. 

Tbe Tigers launched early 
morning sea-and-land attacks and 
pounded the camps with 
machinegun and artillery fire. 
“People said they saw some 
attackers come in boats,” foe 
Akkaraipattu, resident said. 

Security sources said some 
EPRLF men killed, belonged to 
foe Tamil National Army (TNA), 
a private militia formed to fight' 
foe Tigers. 

Perumal Saturday denied the 
•existence of this army and said 
only the Civilian Volunteer 
Force, composed of mainly 
EPRLF men, and the police were 
responsible for security. 


2 bodies sighted in capsized 
gas-drilling ship off Thailand 



BANGKOK (R) — Two bodies 
were discovered in foe sinking 
hull of foe capsized gas-driOiag 
ship Seacrest in tbe Guif of Thai- 
land Sunday, foe ship’s owner 
said. 

Unocal Thailand said a video 
recording made by a remotely 
operated submersible found two 
bodies in the 4,400 tonne ship’s 
badly damaged living quarters. 

“One man has been positively 
identified. We will release his 
name as soon as foe family has 
been notified,” a Unocal press 
release said. 

Sixty-four Thais and 33 fore- 
igners were aboard foe Seacrest 
which rolled over after typhoon 
Gay hit the Gulf of Thailand 
Friday. 

Unocal said exploration of foe 
hull revealed the crew berthing 
area to be so badly damaged that 
it “(leads) us to believe there is 


tittle or no air hi the living quar- 
ters, making it unlikely there are 
any survivors trapped there.” 

Unocal and Thai navy search 
teams fanned out over the Gulf in 
boats, planes and helicopters for 
a second day looking for other 
crewmembers of foe Seacrest as 
well as a more than 140 Thai 
fisherman missing after the storm 
abated Saturday. 

Thai officials said Sunday 
morning that a total of 16 Thai 
fishermen had been hauled out of 
foe gulf since the powerful storm, 
a rarity in tbe area. 

Unocal said their remotely 
operated submersible discovered 
the top 15 metres of the vessel’s 
derrick and one of its massive 
cranes were gone. 

“The remotely operated vehi- 
cle also determined that none of 
foe Seacrest's tiferafts or boats is 
now on board,” Unocal said. 


The inverted hull was three 
metres out of foe water and 
expected to continue sinking 
slowly. Currents around foe Seac- 
rest were hindering underwater 
operations, Unocal said. 

The search was expanded north- 
wards beyond the 1,500-square 
kilometre area combed by boats, 
planes and helicopters Saturday, 
foe Thai navy said. 

Rescue work was broken off in 
the first hour of Sunday because 
of darkness and dangerous seas 
churned by typhoon Gay Friday 
and Saturday. It resumed after 
dawn. 

Gay crossed foe southern Thai 
isthmus into foe Andaman Sea 
Saturday and dissipated to tropic- 
al storm. 

Unocal Thailand said its natu- 
ral gas production in foe Gulf of 
Thailand was expected to return 
to normal Sunday. 


Abortion — a major issue in U.S. elections 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Politic- 
al contests could give the United 
States its first black governor and 
New York Gty its first black 
mayor when election polls dose 
Tuesday. 

L. Douglas Wilder is seeking 
foe governorship of Vir ginia and 
David Dinkins is the Democratic 
Party’s nominee for mayor of 
New York. 

The off-year voting is also 
being watched for shifting senti- 
ment on abortion and racial 
issues. 

The heightened concern over 
abortion stems from a supreme 
court rating last summer permit- 
ting states to impose greater res- 
trictions on women seeking to 
terminate their pregnancies, and 
already the two major parties, 
Republicans and Democratis, are 


debating the political fallout. 

Ron Brown, national chairman 
of foe Democratic Party, said 
abortion has Had an impact on the 
Virginia, New Jersey and New 
Yorks races and added that 
Democratic candidates with their 
pro-choice views “are on foe right 
side of the issue.” 

“I think (President George) 
Bush has dug himself a big bole 
that he’s going to be unable to 
extricate himself from Hie is tak- 
ing a lot of Republicans down 
with him,” Brown said of Bush's 
anti-abortion stance. 

Publican National Chairman 
Lee Atwater, without referring to 
any individual Republican candi- 
date, said: “Where you get into 
trouble on abortion is when you 
do not deadly define your posi- 
tion, when you appear to be all 


over foe lot on it.” 

Atwater, who managed Bush's 
successful 1988 campaign, noted 
that Bush's opposition to abor- 
tion did not damage him last 
year. 

In other balloting Tuesday, 11 
candidates are vying to replace 
Rep. Mickey Leland of Texas, 
killed last summer in a plane 
crash in Ethiopia. 

Tbe line-up of big city elections 
indudes Detroit, where 71-year- 
oJd Democrat Coleman Young 
seeks a fifth term, and Cleveland, 
Ohio, where Democrats George 
Forbes and Michael White are 
staging a bare-knuckled political 
brawl for dty hall. 


necticut, while Norm Rice is out 
for the same honour in Seattle 
against Republican Norm Jewett. 

Dozens of referendums dot 
election ballots, including in San 
Francisco, where voters will de- 
ride whether to spend $115 mil- 
lion to replace the city's wind- 
swept baseball and football sta- 
dium. Candlestick Park. 

In a campaign prelude to 1990 
elections with 34 Senate seats, 36 
governorships and 435 House 
seats, abortion has become a 
prominent issue. 


John C. Daniels is favoured to 
win office as foe first black mayor 
in mostly white New Haven, Coo- 


“The issue was cooler before” 
the supreme court’s ruling, Atwa- 
ter said, but added: “I maintain it 
is not going to be a national 
driving issue in 1990. It's going to 
be an issue on a race-by-race 
basis.” 


KGB chief acknowledges Stalinist excesses 


MOSCOW (AP) — The KGB 
chief acknowledged in a celebra- 
tion of foe Bolshevik Revolution 
foe responsibility of secret police 
in Stalin's terror and vowed that 
such excesses would never hap- 
pen again. 

The speech by Vladimir A. 
Kryuchkov in a traditional Krem- 
lin gathering ahead of Tuesday’s 
celebration of foe 1917 revolution 
was shown on national television. 

It was another step in Kryuch- 
kov's effort since becoming KGB 
chief a year ago to open foe secret 
service partially and pot its fear- 
ful reputation" behind h. The 
speech lucked off a holiday 
celebration that wiS include foe 
traditional military parade in Red 
Square that officials already have 
said will be more modest than in 
recent years. 

Stalin's cult of personality “dis- 
torted foe institutions of Soviet 


power and law enforcement 
bodies, inducting state security 
organs, (and) were turned into a 
weapon of Stalin’s arbitrary 
rule,” Kryuchkov said. 

“There is no justification for 
the mass repression and cruelty 
often inflicted on behalf of the 
revolution, the party and the peo- 
ple," foe KGB chief said. 

“We bow our heads in memory 
of the innocent victims. This is a 
moral purification for us all and a 
guarantee that it will never hap- 
pen again, never.” 

The Stalin period of 1924-1953 
now is widely criticised in the 
Soviet Union for tbe murder and 
imprisonment of millions of inno- 
cent citizens. The KGB has been 
among foe last to acknowledge its 
part in the terror. 

Since becoming bead of foe 
KGB on Oct. 1, 1988. Kryuchkov 


has pushed cooperation with 
foreign secret services mi interna- 
tional terrorism and drug traffick- 
ing, granted interviews to Soviet 
and foreign press and allowed a 
government news agency to make 
a movie about his organisation. 
On Thursday, five KGB officers 
answered questions on a n ation al 
TV call-in programme. 

In a sign of his standing in the 
Kre m li n , foe KGB chief was 
made a full member of foe ruling 
Communist Party politburo in 
September. 

Kryuchkov rejected arguments 
that foe Stalinist terror was a 
logical outcome of Lenin's re- 
volution that brought the Bolshe- 
viks to power in 1917. “We will 
become spiritually poor if we 
represent the history of our coun- 
try and of foe party as consisting 
of mistakes only,” be said. 


Speaking before a rostrum that 
inducted President Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev and foe rest of the 
politburo and government lead- 
ers, Kryuchkov sounded a con- 
ciliatory note as he discussed foe 
socsal and economic problems pil- 
ing up in foe country. 

The KGB chief called for “con- 
structive dialogue" to prevent 
strikes from further hampering 
foe economy. Officials have 
warned that strikes this summer 
cut into the supply of coal set 
aside for winter heating and gen- 
eration of electridty. 


Despite a ban on many strikes 
passed by the Supreme Soviet 
legislature last month, many coal 
miners in foe Arctic area of Vor- 
kuta walked off tbe job again thk 
past week. 

“In many cases they are caused 
by difficult labour and social con- 
ditions, and often demands of 


strikes are justified though may 
not be immediately feasible,” he 
said. 

The party also deserves critic- 
ism, he said. 

Some criticism goes - “beyond 
foe limits of objectiveness, of 
reason and even of decency,” 
Kryuchkov said. “However, we 
cannot ignore tbe fact that many 
critical remarks addressed to the 
party are justified. The party will 
have to part with administrative- 
command methods, to gradually 
correct mistakes, to work out a 
new strategy and do its best to 
regain people’s trust in it” 

But, echoing Gorbachev, the 
KGB chief stressed that Soviets 
must learn to work harder. He 
told the nation that Americans 
are twice as productive at work as 
Soviets and that ’‘well live better 
only on condition that everyone 
starts to work better.” 
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